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LIVERPOOL ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY. 
REPORT PRESENTED AT THE PUBLIC MEETING, APRIL 16TH, 1840. 


A coNsIDERABLE period has elapsed since the members of the 
Liverpool Anti-slavery. Society were convened. During that in- 
terval, the committee, to whom the management of its affairs has 
been consigned, have not been inactive spectators of the iniquities 
still perpetrated in the systems of slavery and the slave-trade ; 
nor hive they been backward in upholding those efforts which 
have been contemplated for their extinction. 

Since the last meeting of this society, the friends of humanity 
and truth have been called to mourn the loss of an advocate who 
had ever stood nobly forth to their guidance and their aid. Closing 
a life of usefulness and honour in the enjoyment of the consolations 
of Christ, the esteemed James Cropper entered his rest on the 
26th of February last. The interment of his mortal remains took 

lace in the ground attached to the Friends’ meeting-house, on 

uesday the 3rd of March, when the greater part of the committee 
joined the funeral procession, immediately after his sorrowing 
relatives. When they next met, (on the 26th of March,) they 
unanimously resolved :— 

“That this committee, bowing with humble submission to that 
afflictive dispensation of Divine providence, which has removed 

m his labours their esteemed president, James i Esq. 

ire to express their deep sympathy with his bereaved family ; 
to testify their grateful sense of the services rendered by him, in 

various ways, to the cause of justice, humanity, and religion ; but 

especially (as one of the earliest movers in the anti-slavery en- 
terpri : & defence of the rights of the negro; and to record 
their veneration for the memory of so excellent a man—-so distin- 
guished a philanthropist—so devoted a christian.” 

To occupy the post thus vacated, the committee at once elected 
John Cropper, Esq., junior, their president ; associating with him, 
as vice-president, Thomas Black urn, Esq. 

Since the public meeting of the inhabitants of this borough, 
convened in pursuance of the requisition of a large number of the 
friends of this society by the worshipful the Mayor, William 
Rathbone, Esq., on the 20th of April, 1838, the most momentous 
events have transpired in connexion with the advance of the 
liberties of the coloured race. 

While the government and the legislature of this country were 
hovering over the provisions of the unsatisfactory bill introduced 
by the ‘Right Honorable Sir George Grey, for the purpose of 
modifying the system of <jprenticeship, the colonial assemblies 
and councils were seriously considering the necessity of prompt 
and final emancipation. In the months of May and June acts 
were passed to that effect; whereby in Barbados the appren- 
ticed population were liberated on the 26th of June: in the 
other West India colonies on the 1st of August.: and, at the Cape 
of Good Hope on the Ist of December. The unrelenting Mauri- 
tians refused to: come to that determination, and it required a 
royal ordinance to secure this consummation, which took effect on 
the 31st of March following. 

This blessed work was accomplished by the powerful moral 
influence of British Anti-slavery bodies on the minds of the West 
Indian legislators ; rere by them to the speedy concession of 
what was openly denied in the high places of this land. Contem- 
plating these results, re in a manner so unexpected, the 
servants of Jehovah have reverently adored his sovereign inter- 

ition—bowing their heads, and worshipping at his feet, they 

ve ascribed unto him the glory due unto his name. “ What 
hath Gop wrought !” 

When the eventful day of release arrived, it was spent by the 
freedmen in no uproar, or orn or violence ; but as a day 
of solemn religious festival, “ holy unto the Lord :” and by their 
advocates at home, as a day of sacred triumph. In this town a 

pane dinner was given on the occasion; when William Rath- 

ne, the mayor, presided, attended by members of the council, 
ministers of religion, representatives 
and by a numerous assemblage of the members of this society. 

The continued endeavours to oppress and injure the emanci- 
pated, soon demonstrated the necessity of renewed efforts to 

preserve and ¢onsolidate their rights—and to extend those rights 
to all their sable kindred throughout the earth. agree 8 on 
the 17th and 18th of April, 1839, “ The British and Foreign 
Anti-slavery Society” ‘was formed in London, and thus declared 
its constit and plan : 


“That the objects of this Society be the universal extinetion have 
and interdsts of the enfranchised population in the British pores. 


of slavery and the slave-trade, and the pr 
sions, and of all persons captured as slaves. 





other kindred institutions, 


‘has been so good as ‘it is shewn to be. 





inal That the following be the fundamental principles of the 
iety : : 
That so long as slavery exists, there is no reasonable prospect 
of the annihilation of the slave-trade, and of extingabshtiig the 
sale and barter of human beings :— 

“ That the extinction of slavery and the slave-trade will be 
attained most effectually by the employment of those means that 
are of a moral, religious, and pacifie character : and, © 

“‘ That no measures be resorted to by this Society, in the prose- 
cution of these objects, but such as are in entire accordance with 
these + 2 

* That the following be among the means to be employed by 
this society :— 

* To circulate, both at home and abroad, accurate information 
on the enormities of the slave-trade and slavery; to furnish 
evidence to the inhabitants of slave holding countries, not only 
of the practicability, but of the pecuniary advantage of. free 
labour ; to diffuse authentic intelligence respecting the results of 
emancipation in Hayti, the British colonies, and elsewhere ; to 
open a co: ndence with abolitionists in France, America, and 
other countries; and to encourage them in the prosécution of 
their objects, by all methods consistent with the principles of this 
society. 

” To recommend the use of free-grown produce, as far as 
practicable, in preference to slave-grown, and to promote the 
adoption of fiscal regulations in favour of free labour. eu) 

'* To obtain the universal recognition of the principle, that the 
slave, of whatever clime or colour, entering any portion of: the 
British dominions shall be free, the same as upon the shores of ‘the 
United Kingdom, and to carry this principle into full’ and com- 
plete effect. vA ; 

* To recommend, that every suitable opportunity be’ embraced 
fer evincing in our intercourse with. slave-holders and their 
apologists, our abhorrence of the system which they uphold, and 
our sense of its utter incompatibility with the spirit of the chris- 
tian religion.” era. f 

The triumph which the British people were honoured with 
consummating,—and the re-formation of the anti-slavery body 
for these purposes, has reflected its influence over E 
American countries ; and, while it pA sng ts the energies and 
cheered the hearts of the friends of freedom, it has no less excited 
the jealousy and the animosity of the or oppressors. 

In a tour on the continent, George ilfiar Alexander, 08.) 
the indefatigable treasurer of the central society, availed himse 
of every opportunity of vindi and enforeing the 5 catia 
the African. A deputation, in which» Messrs. Seoble and - 
horne were associated with him, visited the French Anti-slavery 
society, whose committee includes some of the most distinguished 
statesmen in that land, and submitted to them the results of the 
change in the British plantations. Messrs. Alexander and White- 
horne further proceeded on the’same errand to Holland. . 

These results have also been brought under the notice of the 
American citizens by John Scoble, Esq., and by Sir Lionel Smith, 
the late governor of Jamaica, whose dignified, in 
righteous conduct of the government of that island entitles him 
to the most grateful acknowledgments of the negros and their 
friends, These testimonies have tended to the t encourage- 
ment and invigoration of the persecuted but faithful trans-atlantic 
abolitionists. 

The British Pah have long been in possession of the interesting 
ae oe = —_ - of if ‘ane state of affairs = 
rought to light, and which justi ne allegations against t 
inexpediency of the apprenticeship, while shoo place the pro- 

priety of immediate emancipation beyond doubt. é 

The most impartial and authentic accounts prove, that where 
the liberated have been equitably and humanely treated, they 
have (with very few exceptions) fier willing and faithful in the 
service of their employers; aud that where a contrary i 
has been manifested , i may be traced to the necessary resistance 
of attem oppression, in the demand of exorbitant rent for 
their dwellings, or the offer of inadequate for their work ; 


and in some instances to the annoying operation of both’ these 


‘causes, - , 


When it is remembered that these contests have not been few— 
that men could not be constrained to toil beyond their i i 


| inclination 
-and strength—that women and children could no longer be driven, 


, to the’ field—that in certain cases, seasons 


it is matter of surprise that the product 


N all the alarms of the most complaining commu- 
nity, it is satisfactory to know that the alleged depreciation of pro- 


ing or unwi 
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perty in British Guiana is the 
from the despatch of Governor 


Fo nore Res , b, ‘ ‘ 
“ My Lord,—A perusal of the valuation of the under-mentioned 


y . 9 . * * 
estates e Ist of Au will convince yo lordship and 
her i mae jolatibn 5% - dimi 
sped pom Belt feof ottMlee nthe steahy 


antation Zelandia, on Walkenhaam, Essequibo ; £42,000 
was offered to the proprietor residing on the spot, was accepted ; 
but the day following the proprietor begged to be permitted to 


recall his assent : 1839 
Plantation Allness, Berbice, sold in 1839, for £28,000, its full 





value, undiminished by the emancipation of the labourers. 


“ Plantation Thomas, Demerara, sold seven or eight years ago 
for £9000 ; purchased since the emancipation for £20,000, 

“Plantation Vrow Anna, Leguan island, Essequibo, sold in 
1839, for £35,000, its full value, undiminished by the emancipa- 


tion. 

“ Plantation, Aberdeen, Essequibo, sold for £20,000 in 1839, a 
a price than was paid for it eight or nine years ago by the 
seller. 


Plantation Friendship, Demerara, cotton and plantains, sold 
in 1839, for a greater price than paid for it in 1833 or 1834. 
“ Plantation Windsor Forest, Demerara, for £42,000, the full 
value undiminished by emancipation. 
“ Plantation Profit, Demerara, sold for its full value undimi- 
nished by emancipation, 
Ihave, &c., 


(signed) Henry Lieut.” 

Vide Parliamentary Papers, 1, 5, 523, 1839, page 317.) 

f proof be required of the disposition of the coloured peo- 
ple, it will be found in the government reports of the diminution 
of crime, and of the willingness to labour on fair terms. It is 
also evinced by the following interesting transaction :—Among the 

that they have made of property is the estate called 
orth Brook, in British Guiana. Sixty-three persons having 


- bought this property, petitioned Governor Light to use his influ- 


ence in obtaining permission to call it “ Victoria.” The estate 
eomprehends 500 acres, and was jointly purchased by them for 
10,000 dollars. They express their “firm determination, as a 
body, to continue to labour daily, as now, upon the several planta- 
tions where they are employed ;” and their intention of erecting, 
in addition to their own cottages, “a school-house and church.” 
They farther request “the assistance of the crown land surveyor 
to measure out equal portionsof the land, to prevent anything like 


_ the ibility of dispute.” 


“ We would fain hand down to posterity (they remark in their 
petition to the governor) some token of our gratitude, and some 


‘memento of the emancipation which we have witnessed, partaken 


of, and enjoyed ; and we conceive that we cannot do so more 

y, (certainly not more agreeably to our feelings,) than by 
being allowed to name our plantation after our good and gracious 
queen ‘ Victoria!’ We, therefore humbly and earnestly pray that 


‘your Excellency will be pleased to represent our wishes to her 


jesty, in such maner as your Excellency may deem most likely 
‘to re her Majesty and obtain her royal consent.” 
gre is the true character and conduct of the men who were 


_trampled down as an inferior race ; who were declared to be alike 


rant of the uses of freedom and of the rights of property ; and 

‘of whom it was falsely predicted, that their first free acts would be 
recorded on the of rebellion, desolation, and massacre. 

~ Before the glorious was commenced, no small clamour 

“was raised for additional labourers; and various schemes of 

i — were proposed. To these the most anxious and vigilant 


_attention has been directed, and must be continued. 


Concerning the condition of the Hill Coolies in British Guiana, 
the fears that were entertained have been too fully realized. The 


fraudulent promises, or violent kidnapping, by which they were 


procured in ; the rigour and the suffering which the to 
endure through the middle passage; the severe cacliiae: the 
cruel punishments; the disease and mortality that have befallen 
them in the house of bondage, furnish a narrative which, with all 
its memorials of atrocity, has been already before the tribunal of 
public opinion, and which has passed uncontroverted under the 
close scrutiny of colonial investigation. 

It is certain that to 385 males, landed in Demerara, there were 
only twenty-two females, (seven of whom were believed to be 
under eleven sag of age.) and it is no less certain, that the enter- 
prising speculator deli ly calculated that the proportion of 
one woman to nine or ten men was enough. In little more than 
a months, out of 419 thirty-eight died, and seventy were gene- 

ly on the sick list, exhibiting the most loathsome es, 
resulting either from inhuman punishment, physical neglect, or 
labour to which they were hig eg | 

Such was the result of official inquiry, the late colonial 


sobretary ‘the. is of Normanby, in a despatch of the 15th of 
‘August, 1899,  dedaced : 


§ , “that more than i had already 
to render her _—. government decidedly hostile to 
every ae eeras and that the laws now in force in different 
presidencies would effectually prevent its execution.” i! 

“Although. these details have been furnished with the utmost 
clearness and minuteness, an attempt has been made to re-open 
the traffic with the Mauritius, That colony, by its daring defiance 
of British law, by its barter hostility to every measure of justice 
and mercy, has proved itself the most unworthy to be trusted with 





the nthe eat sf such oe cipelient, and eo is the first to 
¢ { vernment an i 

g = bl one oo ie 8, that from the 1st of August, 
1834, to the 25th of August, , there were received into the 


island from Calcutta, Cochin, Pondicherry, and Rajah-mundy, 


794 mén, 208 women, 51° chil , if dil 19,050"persons. 
pac a of the planters thetic ves, is manifest ch a much 
larger “number was obtained, some of them estimating it about 
30,000, others 45,000. 

In consequence of the excitement produced by the exposure 
of this nefarious system, its further prosecution was suspended. 
The oy Cage of the governor-general of India, in which he 
notified his prohibition, crossed those which were conveying to 
him orders to that effect. 

Removed from this means of gratifyin their cupidity, the 
Mauritians induced the Governor to see the renewal of the im- 
portation, under the authority of her Majesty’s ministers ; mean- 
while, they obtained from him permission to introduce labourers 
from .. The Asiatic Journal for J last fur- 
nished the information, that “ Sir William Nicolay had strongly 
recommended to her Majesty’s ministers to allow the importation 
of Coolies into the Mauritius; and pending their decision, had 
allowed free labourers to be introduced from Madagascar, where 
wai labourer is the slave of some chief.” In this manner they 
might hereafter do under licence, what heretofore they had done 
clandestinely. 

In the face of these facts, however, the present secretary for the 
colonies, Lord John Russell, has proposed to withdraw the 
restrictions on the Coolie trade, as re that colony. This was 
first shempeed by a mere intimation of his pu , without 
troubling the house further in the matter ; but subsequently, by 
seeking its tacit sanction while extending the “ Colonial Passen- 
gers’ Bill” to the island of Mauritius. 

Convinced that whatever care may be exercised in preparing 
the contracts for the emigrants, deception and compulsion in their 
deportation will not be prevented ; that whatever theoretic pre- 
scriptions may regulate the middle » its miseries will still 
actually continue ; that whatever protective ordinances may be 
issued to the island of their doom, real and substantial justice will 
never be obtained ; the committee of the Liverpool Anti-Slavery 
Society entrusted to the hands of Thomas Thorneley, ., M.P., 
a petition, signed on their behalf by the ferret, imploring the 
House of Commons not to sanction, in slightest degree, any 
relaxation of the present restrictions upon the importation of the 
Hill Coolies from Hindostan. 

The further consideration of the subject will be resumed on the 
15th of May, and it is incumbent on every lover of equity and 
religion to give such decided ion of hostility as shall 
secure its immediate rejection. For if. it be allowed, sub silentio, 
to obtain the countenance of the House, it can never be 
refused with reason to other colonies ; and then, while Britain 
with one hand demolishes the ancient system of African slavery, she 
will with the other establish’ in its stead a new form of Asiatic 
slavery, seeking speedily in deeds of darkness to rival its infam- 
ous predecessor. 

In the survey of “ the dark places of the earth that are full of 
Shonen of cruelty,” the of the Christian sickens and 

The number of slaves in the Dutch possessions is not exactly 
ascertained. In Surinam alone there are from 50,000 to 60,000, 
and, as the excess of deaths over births is annually 3 per cent, 
there must be a constant purchase of two Africans to every one 
born in the colony to meet the demand. 

In Cuba, the greatest rendezyous of pirates and 
slavers in the world, there were computed by consul Tolmé 
to be at the very least 360,000 bondsmen, at the close 
of the year 1838. It is affirmed by an eye-witness, (Dr. 
Madden} that the eyetemn of slavery there exerts a power of 
iniquity gigantic and appalling, to which there is no lel. 
He states, “that British subjects, now that slavery is put down in 
our colonies, are embarking their means with impunity in slave 
properties in she, ae buying their slaves of necessity in the 
slave market ; for there is no natural increase of the slave popula- 
tion in Cuba, but a terrible decrease by deaths, which at the 
ordinary mortality on the sugar plantations, would sweep awa 
the race in slavery in ten yous and according to Humboldt’s 
calculation in much less, for he states this mortality to v: 
from ten to eighteen per cent. per annum.” In the trade thus 
necessitated no small amount of British capital is invested. 

As it respects Brazil, it is notorious that the. British people 
are indirectly the abettors of slavery ; and that the means 
employed to rescue the living cargoes of slave vessels have sup- 
plied the victims by which that system is upheld, This will 
gppear from the testimony of an accurate observer, who is in 
dence with a member of the committee. Writing from 
Rio de Janeiro, August 23rd, 1839, he says, “ you will be nota 
little surprised and astonished to hear, that the slave-trade here is 
supported and carried on mainly by English capital. The Portu- 
eer are generall on gone fit out a vessel themselves, and 

ey 0 apply English, who lend them money at an 
enormous rate of interest, in the expectation of its being paid out 
of the immense profits which are realized by a successful 
tion. Nor is this the only way in which they are involved in the 
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“J see there has been a statement i papers 
recently, to the effect that the negros in the slavers captured 
by our cruisers, and brought into Rio, are not set at liberty 
on coming here; but are apprenticed for a term of eight 
years, during which time they are treated in all respects 
as slaves, and frequently at the end of that time, continue 
slaves still. I have made inquiries as to this matter, in 
such quarters as would oursiialy afford me correct informa- 
tion, and I can confirm the statement fully. The system 
practiced is this :—the negros are apprenticed to persons who 
x diy and engage to support m in return for their 
x for eight years, and to set them free at the end of that 
period. Of course, a register is kept by our commissioners 
of the apprentices ; but you may easily suppose, that no system 
can be devised which shall enable them to identify the apprentices 
after the lapse of years. Well, by and by, before the eight years 
expire, there comes in a certificate of the death of the apprentice. 
If the commissioners inquire, they find that a negro has certainly 
died on the estate from which they receive the certificate ; and it 
is impossible to prove that it was not the apprenticed neers: This 
is almost invariable. No n survives his ~ mwotggar ip to all 
ce. The consul told me that he did not believe one 
who had been apprenticed, was ever emancipated ; and though 
this seems too sweeping, the answers to my inquiries convince me 
that it is not vary ie m thetrath. Thus our cruisers really do 
harm rather than good : for, in the few cases in which it is impossible 
to practice the fraud I have mentioned, the proprietor, not having 
sufficient interest in the negro, overworks and underfeeds him, to 
get all that he can in the time allowed, and in these instances the 
certificate of death is often too correct. 

The most speedy and vigorous measures are demanded for the 
removal of a means of cruelty and injustice, such as is by this 
and by other testimony e ‘ 

The revolted province of Texas, at the instigation of some of 
the southern states of America, is striving hard for a lofty pre- 
eminence in slavery and the slave-trade. se repeatedly 
failed to obtain, either by negociation or fraud, a hold upon that 
territory, the slave-holders have sent into it multitudes of men of 
desperate characters and fortunes, by whom it has been at length 
wrested from Mexico. By impartial journals in the United States 
they are denounced as monsters of wickedness. The Arkansas 
Advocate, a southern paper, affirms, “‘ we are very certain that the 
vicissitudes of fortune have transformed a multitude of cut-throats, 
desperadoes, outlaws, and criminals, int:: Texian heroes and states- 
men.” These truly are fit champiors of the abominations of 
slavery, whose contest with the Mexican republic issued in the 
declaration of their boasted independency, in consequence of the 
abolition of the slave-trade in 1824, and of slavery in 1829, by 
that country ; and the recognition of whose independency is now 
sought from the great empires of the earth. These crimin 
intentions have been embodied in a form too authoritative to be 
mistaken. On their statute book it is recorded, that “all persons of 
colour, who were slaves for life previous to their emigration to 
Texas, and who are now held in bondage, shall remain in the like 
state of servitude ; provided the said slave shall be the bona fide 
property of the person so holding slaves as aforesaid. Congress 

pass no laws to prohibit emigrants from the United States 
of America from bringing their slaves into the republic with them, 
and holding them on the same terms by which such slaves were 
held in the United States; nor shall con have the power to 
emancipate slaves; nor shall any slave-holder be allowed to 
emanci his or her slaves without the consent of 
unless he or she shall send his or her slave or slaves without the 
. limits of the republic. No free person of African descent, either 
in whole or in part, shall be permitted to reside permanently in 
the republic without the consent of congress; and the importa- 
tion. or admission of Africans or negros into this republic, 
excepting from the United States of America, is for ever prohibited, 
and declared to be piracy.” With this declaration they cast 
themselves upon the support and protection of the United Bates, 
and gurantee to the blican slave breeders the monopoly of a 
— to which they look with greediness as abundantly profit- 
a ° 

The British government, alive to the impending evil, have 
righteously and peervien: | refused to acknowledge the independ- 
ence of a state established in injustice, peopled by the infamous, 
and devoted to slavery. 

The severities of American tyranny can scarcely be conceived. 
The atrocities of the have in some measure been dragged 
to light; and ere long the tremendous picture must be fully 
exhibited. » 

It is matter of the most deliberate and aceurate calculation, that a 
negro in certain labour will be worn out in a given time, and 
ps mit ohare > eveonnrea — oe be — out of him. If 

hat profit be greater by prolonged durance, he is so tasked as to 

: his wretched existence ; but, if the profit of a more 

y exhaustion of his energies’ be the greater, he is quickly 
hurried to the grave. | By his owner he is no more than 
a8 an animated piece of machinery. The unrevealed horrors of 3 
aguteen,; of when this is the fundamental it is impossible ’ 





al | likely find it cheaper to buy slaves 





forthemost vividfancytoimagine, “I was told confidentially. and 
from excellent authority,” says Dr. Andrew wage Baron tyecallly 
ata meeting of the planters in South Carolina, the question was 
seriously discussed ; whether ‘the slave is more profitable to the 
owner if well fed, well clothed, and worked lightly, or, if mg 
the most of at once, and exhausted in some B Se ye 
decision was in favour of the last alternative.” ide Reed 
Matherson’s narrative of a visit to the American churches 
edition, vol. ii. p. 187. 1836.] In this merciless and ungodly work 
christians are implicated ; and by it about wy 89 of immortal 
beings, one-sixth of the entire population of t nited States, are 
lundered of their personal rights, and generations are ‘m 
calculation and rule. Their value as cattle, or as chattels, was 
declared unblushingly b rag” Clay, in the senate chamber of 
i ion s of dollars. 


con, , to be 1200 m 

The progress of the abolition movement cannot. be hindered, 
persecuted and martyred though its advocates may be. For a 
time they were scorned, till in the years 1833 and 1834 they were 
brought into a position of prominence. The young men rallied 
round the standard: of om ; the declaration of ,independence 
was their motto, and the commandments of God were their 


co) 


#e 


authority. The Oberlin Institute for affording equal education. 


to all ¢ » abolishing the distinctions of colour, was formed. 
The people of the south were age and the cities of the north 
were in commotion. Acts of violence were committed by the 
populace, and gross outrages even upon christian females were 
perpetrated by “ gentlemen of property and standing.” © Aboli- 
tionist petitions were ordered to lie on the table of the legislature 
unread; and the excellent John Quincy Adams was_ there 
attacked with virulent slander and ridicule. The orthodox clergy 
who might have been engaged in a more god-like enterprise, 
determined to take ground in opposition to the abolitionists: 
The freedom of the press was ieeeded, and the noble Lovejoy fell 
a sp in asserting its right, before the rifles of the infuriated 
mob. 

Is there not a God that judgeth in the earth ? Still the advance of 
the herald of liberty continues; every year augments their ry, a 
confirms their resolution, vindicates their integrity, extends their 

rinciples, and exalts their hope. Let British christiansaid them 
y their Seg. pein? and their prayers ! 

The French nation are en in the consideration of the rights 
of the siaves in their own colonies, and their Anti-slavery institu- 
tions are becoming more energetic and efficient. It is to be hoped 
that ere long they will be permitted to rejoice over the liberation 
of the 250,000 human beings who are still in bondage under their 


rule. 
In the British possessions in India a system of oppression still 
exists, of no mitigated or ordinary character. It appear from the 
evidence before parliament, that in Malabar 
labourer is the personal slave of the proprietor, and is sold or 
mortgaged by him independently of his lands ;” while in Tamul 
he is “ the slave rather of the land than its owner ; and ‘is seldom 
sold or mortgaged, except along with the land to which he is 
attached.” “It does not appear to be accurately settled to whom 
the child of a slave belongs. The people who keep slaves most 
to rear them ; and the 
offspring, when left to their parents’ charge, who have barely 
sufficient to support themselves, die of absolute starvation.” Mr. 
Greene, in a re from Malabar, remarks, “the slave in the 
interior is a wretched, half-starved, diminutive creature, stinted 
in his food, and exposed to the inclemencies of the weather, whose 
state demands that commiseration and melioration which may be 
confidently expected from the British government.” Another 
authority affirms, that the restrictions im “ confine the slaves 
toa etntidlon scarcely superior to that of the cattle which 
follow at the plough.” The following are the numbers of the 
slaves in British India, as nearly as can be ascertained from the 
official papers :— 





Canara, Malabar,Coorg, Wynaud, serps 
and Travancore, cme Sto ame 400,000 
Tinnevelly - - - - - - - = - - - 824,000 
Trickenopoly - - - - - - - - - - 10,000 
Arcot, South division - - - - - - = 3,000 
” North ” Ie co ge (eee. eee Ree 17,000 
Southern Concan - - - - - - - - - 2,000 
Sumit - - - ++ s+ + = +2 2 2,000 
Ceyln - - -- --- --- - + > Sia07 
Assam - - - - = - +--+ e+e 11,300 
Penang - - - - --- >see 3,000 
Total - - 800,297 





The friends of man and the servants of God must not rest until 
these strong holds of iniquity in British territories be overthrown; 
until, in every quarter of the British dominions, there be no tole- 
ration to the slave-holder, and no fetters for the slave, 

So long as this accumulated demand for unrequited and exacted 
toil continues, will the enormities of the slave trade be perpetuated, 

When that abominable traffic was abolished by Great Brita 
there were morgen victimized by it 72,000 human’ beings. Ti 
spite of treaties and of preventive and. protective services, ith 
progressively increased. On the authority of Lord Jolin Russe 

that the lowest estimate now exceeds 100,000. By 






tee it, with-every reasonable allowance and deduction, to be, 
at the present time : a Pe otialides: S15. de creme 
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By. professing christian countries .. + + + 160,000 
‘By Mohammedans . Ren? LV ibe 9 A 
a of Soadinen Total annually . ..°, 200,000 


Abundant data are furnished toshow that this falls immeasurably 
short. of: the full. amount of the mischief; and that there are to 
be ¢ to the numbers landed in the fields of slavery, multitudes 
who fall a.prey to death, in the seizure, march, and detention, in 


the middle and after landing. 
# Deas tated tio ies fs ; ‘ - 150,000 


2, 25 per cent perish in the passage sing ee 37,500 


187,500 

3. 100 per cent perish in the seizure, march and uae 
tion, before embarkation ‘ 6 ‘ * 187,500 
Annual sacrifice , - 875,000 


So with the Mohammedans. 





1. In the seizure . ' ; 50 per cent. 
2. In the march 30 per cent. 
3. In the seasoning 20 per cent. 

100 per cent 





This, added to the number who enter into full labour, 50,000, 
gives a total of 100,000. 
The fearful account then stands thus. 

Christian countries destroy annually the life & liberty of 375,000 

Mohamedansm ° Seah oe ee ee ° 100,000 


Total... wrt oc ME ROO 





These human beings are pMindered of all they hold dear, and 
remedilessly consigned, either to violent and terrible death, or to a 
servile estate of the most cruel and appalling kind. 

- The treaties so solemnly ratified to suppress this criminal com- 
merce are set at naught; a foreign flag is lent, and the use of it 
sold with the connivance of the authorities, “ to all the miscreants 
of every other nation in the world who may choose to engage in 
the base pursuit.” This is the reward of thirty years negociation. 
The Spanish treaty, according to the report of the commissioners 
in 1836, has led “only to an increased rate of premium out and 
home, with an augmented price of negros.” 

The employment of armed cruizers and other modes of preven- 
tion has left the evil almost without check. Mr. Maclean, governor 
of Cape-Coast Castle, in a letter dated October 16, 1 says, 
“¢ My neighbour (as I may call him,) De Souza, at Whydah, still 
carries on an extensive slave-trade. Judging from the t number 
of vessels consigned to him, he must ship a vast number of slaves 
annually. He declares, and with truth, that all the slave treaties 
signed during the last twenty-five years have never caused him to 
export one slave fewer than he would have done otherwise.” The 
correspondent whose testimony has before been cited, in a com- 
munication from Rio de Janiero in September last, observes :— 
“The slave-trade is notoriously carried on actively here, for the 
government is com lied, if not inclined, to wink at it ; so strong 
is the popular feeling on the subject. Within five miles of the 
spot from which I write there is a depot of fresh imported slaves; 

id but yesterday I was warned not to go very near it in my rides, 

, its owners should recognise and molest me, as one of a people 
towards whom they bear (in consequence of the doings of our 
cruizers, ) the bitterest animosity. Hardly a night passes in which 

of the poor wretches are not conveyed in boats up the bay. 

I cannot get any probable estimate of the number annually im- 

ported into this proyince, but from all I can learn itmust be very 
t ? 


When this state of things is fairly taken into account, together 
with the extravagant profits of the slave-dealers and the growing 
demands of the slave-consumers, it will be manifest that little ho 
remains of destroying the trade, but in the destruction of the 
system of slavery ; when the demand will cease, and the twin- 
monsters will fall to rise no more. 

This hasty sketch affords but a very imperfect view of the diver- 
sified systems of thraldom under which millions of mankind groan 
in unrelieved agony. They know not where redemption is to be 
found ; to them hope never comes ; they are strangers to the eye 
of pity, and to the voice of consolation ; and their pilgrimage is 
written in lamentation, and mourning, and woe. 

But if all which they endure could be fully told, it would fail 
to exhibit the amazing amount of evil which is diffused among the 
perpetrators of these accumulated wrongs. Myriads of men be- 
come. more defiled, debased, and embruted, by their contact with 
the inhuman and anti-christian work in which their hands are 
engaged, than the hapless victims of their malignant cupidity. 

‘o rescue them from moral suicide, and their prey from the 

S gi is an anianneee worthy the devotion of every 

Jani plat, and of ey istian ; until there be no tyrant to 
e, and no captive tofree. Above all, it is incumbent on the 

igious communities of Britain to demand the removal of the 


in which: is still tolerated in their oriental possessions ; and to 
protest. against the compromise of British character, by the em- 
ployment of British capital in the dominions and under the pro- 
tection of foreign powers. fe Se ae 

'o give full expression to these sentiments, and to facilitate the 









loyalty as subjects, On the blackest 
ee 





the export of Coolies having been 
accomplishment of these results, a general convention of the anti- | of Indi, 





page| oe from all parts of the earth will shortl 
be held. Upon this august assembly the eyes of the stalavers 
and the enslaved will be riveted with no ordinary intenseness ; and 
from it shall go forth the mandate: before which the accursed 
demon of dark despotism shall flee. The arm of the Lord will 
awake—the sword, ‘ sharpened to make a sore slaughter—fur- 
bished that it may glitter,” shall be upheld, to return no more'to 
its scabbard, till “ righteousness be established,” and the “ oppressed 
go free,”’ with the song of adoration. ‘Thanks be to God who 
giveth us the victory !” : 





HILL COOLIES—MAURITIUS. 


THE motion on which Lord John Russell has given notice, that 
he will take the opinion of the House of Commons on the relaxa- 
tion of the prohibition which at present exists, on the exportation 
of Coolies to Mauritius, stands for Friday, the 15th instant. It is, 
therefore, necessary that the friends of humanity should be on 
the alert, to prevent the scheme of the noble lord from being 
carried into effect, This may be done by numerous petitions 
—— it, and by the different constituencies throughout the 
nited Kingdom, addressing respectful, but decided letters to 
their representatives, on the subject, and by earnestly ——— 
them to be in their places when the discussion shall come on, an 
to use their influence, and if need be, their votes to defeat the 


project. 

The noble lord in an admirable despatch to the governor of 
British Guiana, dated the 15th February, 1840, referring to the 
further importation of Coolies into that colony, so ardently de- 
sired by the planters, says :—* I confess I should be unwilling to 
adopt any measure to favour the transfer of labourers from British 
India to Guiana, after the failure of the former experiment. Ad- 
mitting that the mortality of tlie Hill Coolies first sent may have 
been accidental, I am not prepared to encounter the responsibility 
of a measure which may lead to a dreadful loss of life on the one 
hand, or on the other, to a new system of slavery.” 

The Guiana immigration ordinance, which provided for the 
further importation of Coolies, native Africans, and others, into 
the colony, was disallowed during the period Lord Normanby held 
the seals of the colonial office. The Trinidad ordinance, also 
has been disallowed by the crown, in so far as it related to the 
import of labourers from Hindostan and Africa, since Lord John 
Russell has lamer e% over that department ; and it may be added, 
that both the noble secretaries have spoken in the most decided 
terms, in opposition to the earnest and oft repeated solicitations of 
the planters of these colonies, to secure these classes of labourers. 
It may be asked then, why the government intend to favour Mau- 
ritius ! We are utterly at a loss to supply the answer. We know 
of no reason that can be given for it, which would not apply with 
greater force to Guiana and Trinidad, than to that colony. 

It must be fresh in the recollection of the anti-slavery public 
of this country, that Mauritius was the Jast British colony to 
abandon the slave-trade, if indeed it were ever given up by that 
island ; and the last to resist the wishes of the people and the 
government of this land, to terminate the ee 
the rigours of which in that colony were more terrible than those 
of slavery itself. One proof may be given: the quantity of food 
allowed the wretched 4 rentices was six pints of rye flour or 
tice, or seven pounds of biscuit, or a proportionate Gnaceey of 
vegetables, and three pounds and a half’ salt fish weekly, not one- 
third of the quantity secured to the slaves of the Crown colonies 
by the-order in council of 1832; and, to obtain the required 
amount of work from them, a most fearful amount of punishment 
was inflicted :—in twelve months, not less than 14,371 were 
punished, 7304 by the lash, on whom was inflicted the enormous 
amount of 135,124 lashes, and 7067 otherwise than by flogging, 
such as hard labour—penal in chains and collars—stocks, 
&c. &e.. It will also be adarbered that the planters of this 
colony stand ¢ with the introduction of upwards of 30,000 
slaves, after the slave-trade had been declared felony by the laws of 
England, and that, notwithstanding, the most palpable proofs of 
their guilt and criminality, they were not only permitted to se 4 
the punishment which their atrocious offences merited, but, when the 
compensation money was distributed among the various colonies, 
their claims were admitted, and to the last ing paid. It will 
be further remembered, that no colony has so insulted the mother 
country, violated her laws, and bid defiance to her power, as 
Mauritius; and what must appear pore strange, until the 
recent appointment of Sir Lionel Smith, scarcely a man, with the 
exception of General Hall, has swayed the government, who has 
not violated his trust, shrunk from the performance of his duties, 
or basely yielded to the French faction, the executive power. One 
honest functionary after another has been displaced, the Jeremies 
have been thrust out to make way for the D Epinays ; and with 
scarcely a single exception, at the present moment, all the officers 
subordinate to the governor are the mere creatures of the — 
slavery party, which is made up, to use the language of Mr. 
Jeremie, “ principally of the refuse of 'the French revclution,” 
who entertain “ a deadly hate of the principles, the manners, the 
power, the very name of Britain,” The answer to the question 

roposed, why Mauritius is to be favoured, cannot be fo in the 
umane character of its chief inhabitants, as ee, nor in their 
the annals of our 
onies will be inscribed the history of Mauritius. 
It is melancholy to reflect that gavvianely to the prohibition on 
ed by the governor 
upwards of 40,000 had heen introduced into that 
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native land. Those who went voluntarily were under the im- 
ssion that they were going to the Company’s “ rabustie,” or 
, and that their employ would be “ gardening,” in return 
for which they were to havea sufficiency of food and clothing, 
bésides the advantage of money ba ow were the miserable 
creatures deceived! They found that an island off the coast of 
Africa was their destination, and on their arrival there, that 
employments the most laborious were forced upon them, whilst 
their supplies of food and clothing were utterly insufficient for 
necessary purposes, and the money wages they were to receive 
were made to depend entirely upon the performance of the 
required amount of work. Anything more heartless and cruel 
than the treatment of these people can scarcely be imagined. 
It is sufficient, however to say hat these things happened in Mau- 
ritius to account for the villanies and deceits practised. 

If the experience of the past should beany guide for thefuture, then 
We can perceive the strongest possible reasons why the government 
should stedfastly refuse the proposition of the Mauritians, made 
through'their representatives and agents Messrs. Irving & Barclay in 
this country. These gentlemen have the strongest possible reasons 
for the exertions they have made, and are still making to accomplish 
their purposes. In the Cerneen, a Mauritius paper, of the 21st 
December, 1839, the editor directed the attention of the public to 
the consideration of various schemes of immigration which were 
then current in the island, and after recommending the formation 
of a committee, who should “ be charged with forming a project, 
and with afterwards transmitting it to our agents in London,” 
adds, “ but let it not have the power of doing anything without 
the concurrence and approval of our London agents.” “ Who can 
tell,” says the editor, “ that the latter have not already acted in 
our behalf? One of them has all his fortune at Mauritius, the 
others have twenty thousand tons of our sugar annually consigned 
tothem. ‘ Where,” he asks in conclusion, “can men be found 
who are more vitally interested in the question?” In the suc- 
ceeding paper the editor gives the news which had just reached 
the colony, “that Mr. Irving and Mr. Barclay had sixsaity taken 
active steps with Lord Normanby, as well as with his successor 
Lord John Russell, in order to procure the abrogation of the order 
in council prohibiting the emigration of Coolies, and the enact- 
ment of a new law respecting vagrancy.” In a subsequent part 
of the communication, it is added: “ Mr. Irving had framed a 
memorial which he went, on the 14th September, to present in 
sag to Lord John Russell, at his private residence in Windsor 

ark. The interview, we are informed, was long, and Lord John 
Russell a ng tolisten with considerable interest to the represen- 
tations of Mr. Irving, who insisted principally ; 1st. Upon the abro- 
gation of the order in council prohibiting the emigration of Coolies; 
2ndly. Upon the necessity of a new law respecting vagrancy ; and 
3rdly. Upon the urgency of giving positive instructions to the 
stipendiary magistrates as to the line of conduct they are to pursue ! 
Now the whole of the proposition of Mr. Irving amounts to this, 
that the government should rescind the orders in council of the 
7th September, 1838, regulating contracts, and for the suppression 
of vagrancy, for the purpose of allowing the Mauritians to enter 
into contracts with the Coolies in India for a period of five years, 
and when they got them there, to bring them under the operation 
of a stringent vagrant law, which should subject them to heavy 
punishments for “‘ wandering abroad,” or being found loitering on 
the public highways, or whistling in the streets of Port Louis! 
And, it would appear, that the special justices are to be instructed 
“as to the line of the conduct they are to pursue,” in other 
words they are to be coerced into subserviency to the will of the 
lanters. We confess that we can scarcely trust ourselves: to 
ignate this monstrous proposition of Mr. pie, ba in language 
which shall at once indicate its true character, and his own daring ; 
but knowing, as we do, that the order in council regulating con- 
tracts, is the only protection immigrants can have against the 
most shameful frauds, when applications of its wholesome pro- 
visions is confided to the care of an upright stipendiary magistracy, 
and that the existing vagrant law, is, in some of its enactments, 
even more stringent than it ought to be, we can conceive of nothing 
which deserves stronger censure, or more indignant reprobation 
i: this audacious attempt to revive the system and practice of 
slavery. 

On one of the points so strenuously urged by Mr. icing on the 
attention of Lord John Russell, we are happy to say the noble 
lord has given his positive assurance that no change shall take 
i oy temp order in council regulating contracts is to remain in 

ll force, and, of course the duties of the special justices under it 
will remain untouched. On another. point—vagrancy, we trust 
the noble lord will be equally inflexible. The point gained by 
the Mauritians is the-relaxation of the prohibition on Be econt 
of Coolies from British India ; but we feel persuaded that a deter- 
mined resistance on the part of the cor to this most unwise 
and impolitic measure will lead to its defeat. 

It is difficult to fix the period when Coolies were first introduced 
into Mauritius. The references to the subject in the parliamentary 

rs we have been enabled to consult are exceedingly scanty. 
e find, however, in a goers to. Lord Glenelg, dated . 9th 
September, 1837, Sir, W. Nicolay states, “the number. of 
Indians who have arrived here at different times. within three 
years amounts to 8690, i ing women and. children.” From 
this extract it would appear that the importation commenced 








before the termination of slavery in that colony. ‘The terms 
on which they were e moar, be ence Fant copy of agr 
ment with thirty-six dhangars and Bhoond Coolies, pe, oot 
and Co., par. pap. no. 74—1838, from which we make the follow- 
ing exteneta «“ The poy of the may shall Tieitig keke wotdins 
of five ru r month for each man,” for ng ’ 
canes, geen ing in the sugar house, the quantity of daily labour 
regnines, Srom each to be fixed by the manager of the pr .’ Food 
allowed “ for each man, per day, 2 Ibs. rice, half-a-pound dholl, 
and 2 ounces salt, and some oil and tamarinds ; and annually for 
each, four dhooties, one sheet, two blankets, one jacket, and two 
caps ;” period of service, five years; and it was stipulated that 
one rupee per month should be deducted from their wages to form 
a fund, to provide them the means of return home after their ¢on- 
tract was fulfilled. Subsequeatly to this period, we find the 
contracts less liberal, and the following may be quoted as the 
average of them ; viz. wages, three to five rupees, per month, with 
one and a-half pounds rice, four ounces dholl, two to three ounces 
salt fish, one ounce ghee, half an ounce salt per diem, with deduc- 
tions in some cases of as much as two rupees per month, to 
advances for the expenses of voyage to Mauritius, and for the 
urpose of forming a fund to pay for the return of the Coolies to 
ndia at the expiration of their terms of service. In all cases 
further deductions were made for absent and sick days. The 
clothing annually supplied, “ eight yards of common cloth or 
linen, two handkerchiefs, or two dhooties, one jacket, and one red 
cap.” The usual time of labour, from sun-rise to sun-set, with 
two hours relaxation for meals, except during crop time, which 
lasts about six months in the year, when they are required to 
work as many hours as may be necessary. 

The nature of the laws under which these Coolies were placed 
may be gathered from the remarks of Lord Glenelg, in a despatch 
to Sir William Nicolay, dated 25th May, 1836, conveying to him 
the disallowance of an ordinance, * to conciliate the maintenance 
of good order, and the demands of industry,” &c. His lordship 
says, “the design of the law might more accurately have been 
described as the substitution of some new coercion for that state of 
slavery which has been abolished ; the effect of it, at least, is to 
establish a compulsory system, scarcely less rigid, and in some 
material respects even less equitable, than that of slavery itself.” 
Had his lordship used stronger language to designate this most 
iniquitous law it would not have been inappropriate. For 
instance, labourers out of employ, or choosing to indulge them- 
selves in temporary repose, might be adjudged to labour as convicts 
on the public works or on the plantations ; and as Lord Glenelg 
states, “ condemned without even the imputation of a fault to 
three years compulsory labour ;” nay, his lordship goes further, 
and says that the operation of the law would be such as to inflict 
“ compulsory labour for life on the labourers on the plantations to 
which they may be assigned by the police.” 

The disallowance of this and another ordinance of a similar 
evil tendency “ excited,” as we are informed by Sir W. Nicolay, 
“a considerable de; of alarm ;”’ and he informs the govern- 
ment that petitions been forwarded to him, soliciting permis- 
sion to calla general meeting of the inhabitants for the purpose 
of drawing up a memorial “ protesting against the disallowance.” 
Instead of indignantly refusing to receive the petitions, which 
were in their nature seditious, inasmuch as they dared to call in 
question the prerogative of the crown, the governor expressed 
himself in ane to them in the following terms: “ entertaining 
sentiments on the importance of that ordinance co ondent 
with your own, his Excellency yet feels obliged to withhold his 
sanction from a meeting to be convened for the avowed purpose 
of protesting against an act of his Majesty’s, in the exercise of 
his royal prerogative.” He then presumes to reason on the deci- 
sion of his Majesty as having caused him the greatest pans ev 
ment, and ventures indirectly to censure the course which the 
home government had felt it to be its duty to pursue: he then 
adds, “ under the peremptory instructions to make immediate 
announcement of the disallowance, it became his Excellency’s 
duty to publish the fact, but his attention has ever since been 
occupied upon this important subject, in the hope of devising some 
means for accomplishing the objects contemplated by the enact- 
ment of ordinance, No. 16, without infringing upon the injunction 
conveyed by the secretary of state.” Ought this man to have 
been allowed to hold office one moment after the government 
became aware of the course he had taken? _ Yet he was permitted 
to retain it sufficiently long to give his sanction to several most in- 
famous laws in defiance of the peremptory orders of the crown ; Viz., 
a yegant law (ord. No. 6, 1838) of the most oppressive ¢ ter, 
which bears exclusively on the liberated negros and the Coolies ; 
and in order to give full effect to it, another ordinance was passed, 
appointing a body of rural police (gardes champétres) from which 
every proprietor may have two men on his estate on condition of 
paying a certain sum per month! These police are to be armed and 
equipped as the ordinary paticeapsie 86 ve on the plantations of 
the proprietors, and, in, point of fact, to form part of thei 
cobaituiinanta, and to be entirely under their direction and con- 
trol. It is provided also, that these “gardes champétres” set 
whenever required, be concentrated on an, ely spot. With such. 
a body of men, pie fed, and directed d by the planters, it is. 
easy to conceive that . the liberties of the negros and Indians in 

uritius are. narrowed within the smallest possible compass. 

e have, in past numbers, adverted to the existence of this and 
other laws, which had been recently transmitted home, and 
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that the government has sent out the notification of their disallow- 
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ence to Mauritiiis by his Excellency, Sir Lionel Smith. The 
vagrant law was superseded by the order in council of the 7th 
Sept. , but we have been assured, on authority direct 
“Mauritius, of a recent date, that the one referred to above, is st 
administered as t srant law of the colony. 
We have adverted to these points to show that hitherto not 
the slightest’ confidence could be placed in the good faith of the 
¢ s, nor in the wisdom of the Togilativ council, nor in the 
rt “of the executive ; and yet Mauritius is to have more 
ta he 


We look almost in vain through the R smineapenr set papers for a 
straightforward and honest statement of the general treatment of the 
Indian labourers. On this important oe as well as on the state of 
thelaw, Lord Glenelg, ina despatch to SirW.Nicolay dated14thMay, 
1838thus writes:—“It appears there is no law in force for regulating 
the duration of contracts of this nature,” viz. with the Coolies, “ for 
prescribing their terms, or for securing to the labourer, without the 

ve and slow process of action at law, the faithful execution of 
these terms.” *T also collect,” adds his lordship, “that they are 
usually beer 7 into the colony unaccompanied by females, thus 
pravating the evils of the existing disproportion of the sexes ; and 
ly, that it is apparent that your conclusions in favour of the pre- 
sent system rest upon the reports of the employers, and on those of 
the commissaries of quarters, who are, for themost part, if not wholly, 
engaged on their own account in the cultivation of land by the same 
or similar methods.” In a subsequent despatch, dated 31st January, 
the noble lord calls the “special consideration” of governor 
: y to three points, “ Ist, the absence of a on abe se ae of 
women to accompany the Indians. 2dly, the want of an unexcep- 
tionable authority to settle disputesbetween the labourers and their 
employers. And, 3rdly, the limitation of the terms of thecontracts.” 
The mere statement of these points is sufficient to show the nature 
of the system under which the Coolies were brought, and. the 
frauds and injuries to which they were exposed. References 
are occasionally made to Coolies who were imported into Mau- 
ritius, some as far back as 1830, without. even the formality 
of a contract; and it is not attempted to be denied that 
large numbers were so introduced. Mr. Scott, an eye-witness of 
the condition of many of them, oe it to be * deplorable ;” 
and says, that “some complained much of the severity and duration 
of work ; that the stipulaled quantity of food and clothes was 
not distributed ;” and “ that the terms of these (contracts) are 
getting ‘gradually less advantageous to the Indian,” as. we have 
rags shown, and that “ numbers were only restrained by being on 
an: island from at once running away!” We find , “that 
: ents had been entered into in Calcutta with the Indians,” 
‘required their “ working on Sundays,” which permitted 
their “ corporal punishment by the sirdar, or chief,” and which 
allowed the planters to exact from them “unlimited hours of 
work.” ities of this kind the governor cautions 
the importers of these people into Mauritius ; but none of the evils 
com of were remedied, up to the period when the governor- 
general of India issued a prohibition oe their further exporta- 
png one to that colony, or to the West Indies—a measure which 
the home government in consequence of the debates in both 
houses of parliament, and the disclosures then made, felt to be im- 
peratively necessary to prevent the further traffic in the persons 
of the Cootice which wie declared to be second only in atrocity 
_to the African slave-trade: 

Mr. Scott, in his report to the governor-general of India, from 

iich we have already quoted, states, that he found the Coolies in 

itius had left India “ under the impression that they were 


going to the com s ra-bustie,” (or village,) and adds, “ the 
only practical mee between the slaves and the Indians is 


that the latter receive remuneration in money.” He afterwards 
observes, that the Indian infers from the statements made to him, 
“that thie ‘price of rice, ghee, &c. is the same at the rabustie, as 
‘im his’ own bazaar,’ and only finds out his error when it is 
irretrievable.” : 
“Mr. J. P. Woodcock, of the Bombay civil service, made also a 
to the governor-general of India on the same subject, from 
ich we ‘hake afew short extracts. After stating the manner 
in which Coolies were obtained in Calcutta, through the medium 
of “crimps,” he adds, “ Mauritius was described to them in 
glowing Sern and advantage taken of their ignorance to pro- 
voke | belief that every nec of life was cheap, ur 
light. and that the voyage would only occupy them ten days?” 
their treatment on board ship during their voyage, he gives 
the following description :—“ TI was a passe in March last in 
wig pad of vide aad ty-aix Coola °° of every 
ith a cargo of rice, an - ‘oolies,” * * e 
iet; of chate fhoah the Bvanith tothe Choman. * * * . 
“«The lower decks of the Drongan were stowed with rice, and the 
Coolies were disposed in the waste between the gangways and the 
slight hace entcted betappaprbcected fiom ciety champ eflcettie’ 
ight iffered, being unprot n every e of weather, 
‘He then informs us that “they were ‘made No wake i woth 
+ the ship, and suffered no ill-treatment but such punishment as their 
own sirdar inflicted.” The voyage occupied two months in this 











“the Cooliés « were marched off to their 1 








they complained “ of the distance to which they must proceed to 
obtain justice.” On stating totem that they mia ly to “the 
‘commissary of police of the division of the leis sland to which their 
estate belongs, hey, replied, ‘he is a F ignorant of 
of our language ; then our master is a Frenchman; so what 
justice can we expect!” . “The chief abuses,” Mx. Woodcock 
adds, “ which s themselves as possible to oceur in the gys- 
tem at present adopted in procuring and deporting labourers to 
the Mauritius are, the manner in which they are collected ; the 
ignorance of the termson which they have agreed to serve ; the 

ubt whether the identical persons who agree are embarked ; and 
the treatment they are likely to obtain during the voyage.” 

The frightful mortality which has. attended the transit of the 
Coolies to Mauritius must not be overlooked. Sir W. Nicolay, 
addressing the supreme government of India, points out “the 
necessity of measures for the proper treatment of the Coolies on 
the passage,” and subsequently goes on to state, “that three suc- 
cessive ships have been in quarantine, owing to the disease 
and extensive mortality that has prevailed among the labourers em- 
barked upon them ;” that the ‘ William Wilson,’,out of 224, had 
lost 31 ; the ‘ Indian Oak,’ 6; and the ‘ Adelaide, out of 72, no 
fewer than twenty-four, besides two on its arrival, and one lost over- 
board. And the colonial secretary (Dick,) in a despatch to the 
government of Madras, attests that the ship ‘ Edward Robinson,’ 
of 300 tons burthen, brought from Pondichery and Tranquebar 
425 natives of India,” and : = se board which rat there was no 
surgeon, nor any person ca of givi rofessional assistance, 
in case of deknell cr an lotions paling “Tn the instance of 
the ‘ Juliana,” says Sir W. Nicolay, again, “ very unfavourable 
rumours reached ‘the government, after her departure, of 
the manner in which the Indians on hoard of her were treated, 
the truth of which I have reason not to doubt.” One extract 
more from the parliamen papers before we quit them ; :“I 
have heard a case,” says Mr. Scott in his r laid before 
the governor general of India, “‘ when the old slavesof an estate 
had come to their master and begged him to send for no 
more Indians to take the bread out of their mouths.” In how 
many cases this may have been done we know not; but we can 
easily imagine what must have been the effect of the introduction 
of about 45,000 Coolies, all of whom, with the exception of a 
few hundred women and chi were adult labourers, upon 
the interests, and the happiness, as well as the morals of the 
liberated n 3 and we do know, that the Eeent object for which 
this host of Indians has been imported into Mauritius hasbeen to 
lower the pe of wages, by compelling the negros to aecept such 
terms as their masters choose to give them, or to starve! __ 

In a former number of the Reporter we gave the latest 
official intelligence of the condition of the Coolies. In that article 
we showed, from incontrovertible evidence, that the whole system 
of immigration into Mauritius had been characterised by the 

uds and cruelty, and had been sustained by the’ most 
infamous tyranny and oppression. On the present occasion, we 
shall do no more than quote a summary view of the facts col- 
lected in Mr. Scoble’s recent. pamphlet on the subject. In answer 
to the question, “‘ How were the Coolies in Mauritius obtained 
previously to the restrictions being laid on? Mr. Prinsep, 
secretary to the government of India, im an official report on the 
subject, states : “The methods adopted for procuring labourers to 
engage for service in colonies and places beyond sea, are productive 
of serious frauds, and have led to much oppression and,” he further 
observes, “the is @ source of injury and abuse rather than 
of benefit to the labourers, in the form in which it is at present 
carried on.” The or, Sir William Nicolay, in referring to the 
same subject in a teh to Lord Glenelg, dated 2Ist May, 1839, 
observes, “That tery nefarious practices have been resorted to in 
many instances, in order to procure labourers for embarkation for 
this island, is all doubt ;’ and Mr. Special Justice Anderson 
asserts in one of his letters to the governor, that.“ many of them 
have actuallyjbeen ki 
adds, “they ds all heen induced to leave under circumstances of 
gross fraud.” To go into the history of all those “frauds” would be 
to detail circumstances second only in atrocity to those connected 
with the African slave-trade. The fact is established beyond dis- 
te, that multitudes have been kidnapped—forced into prison- 
ts until the Mauritian slavers were ready to receive them— 
hurried on board—pat under hatches and guards—robbed and 
pillaged of the advances made to them by the Mauritian agents in 
Calcutta—shipped in large numbers on board vessels without the 
isite accommodation, food, or medical attendance—brought 
say most fraudulent contracts to labour for years on scanty 
wages, and scamty from their families and from their 
homes—compelled to perform the hardest agricultural labour 
known. at. the discretion of their masters—and, toe crown all, left 
without, the protection of an upright, impartial, and efficient 


poe ars that from the Ist of August, 1834, to the 24th October, 
1838, there were received from Calcutta } Coolies, viz at 
men ; 198 women ; and 51 children. From the Ist June 1837, to 
the ‘22nd June, 1838, there were shipped from Cochin 308 Coolies, 
supposed to be all males, From. the Ist June, 1897, to 24th June, 
ere shipped from Pondicherry 5058 Coolies, supposed 
be all males. From the Ist June, 1837, to the 25th ot, 





| women, an@ 63 children. But it ix quite clear, from the petition 
May, 1839, that a much larger uumber of Coolies had been imtro- 
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from their own country, which,” he - 
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arrival of the Indians at Mauritius, the statements are various. It 
is, however, admitted by the governor to have been great, and to 
have been “the source of deep regret” to him. In a despatch, 
dated 31st Dec., 1838, the colonial secretary ogee Dick) thus writes : 
“The mortality which has prevailed among the Indian labourers, as 
well on their coyage a8 4 ir arrival here, and more particularly on 
some estates and esta lishments, has been the source of are tri hog 
to his Excell . Mr. Special Justice Anderson states the mor- 
tality of the ies in Port Louis to amount to eight or nine per 
eent. perannum! This would be equal to the destruction of the 
whole number of Coolies introduced when twelve years ! ! 

Out of the 19,050 Coolies introduced, of whom we have any 
account in the papers before us only 205 were women ! It is easy to 
conceive that, from this frightful disparity of the sexes, the most 
horrible and revolting aeeearity and demoralization must neces- 
sarily ensue ; and that such large masses of ignorant and degraded 
beings must carry with them a most corrupting influence on others. 

As to the general treatment of the Coolies in Mauritius, but one 
opinion can be entertained by the friends of humanity. Inde- 
pendently of the evidence derived from private sources, on which 
implicit reliance can be placed, which gee the state of the 
Coolies as deplorably wretched, and their hardships and sufferin, 


as even than those endured by the negros when slaves, the 
fact of their having become the prey of the Mauritian planters 
would be sufficient to justify the worst apprehensions that could 


be entertained on that point. One honest functionary in Mauritius, 
Mr. Special Justice Ande has spoken out upon this point, in 
tion to those who would have us believe that the ies in 
that colony are treated with “(humanity and kindness ;” and we have 
no doubt, in opposition to his own interests and personal ease and 
comfort. In his letters to Governor Nicolay, dated the 19th and 30th 
of November, 1839, he states, that those whom he had examined in 
Port Louis were “overworked,” were subjected to severe “ per- 
sonal chastisement,” were without proper shelter and “lodging 
accommodation,” were deprived of necessary medical attendance 
and care when suffering from disease, and in other ways seriously 
injured and abused, insomuch that he says “it is a source of 
astonishment to me that any body of freemen, whatever may 
have been their former condition, should have borne, with the 
seg and forbearance which the Indian labourers at Port Louis 
ve displayed, the bitter disappointment which must have attended 
their introduction into this island:” and, he adds, “ to induce them 
to come here, their ignorance is worked upon in India by the 
most false and*deceitful representations, and the robbery and 
pillage which has been practised on them at Calcutta would 
scarcely be credited, if the fact was not established by the most 
convincing testimony. They reach this colony after having been 
robbed "oF six months pay, which is advanced (or said to be 
advanced) in India; and when here their comfort is in every 
way n » While they are compelled by the engagements to 
which their own ignorance or the avarice of others has bound 
them, to toil during five years for a recompense bearingno pro- 
portion to the work to which they are subjected, when compared 
with the common estimation of the value of labour in this colony, 
or tothe sum which they would earn if they had the free dis- 
posal of their own time.” 

But it may be said, that the evils we have glanced at are 
admitted, that the object of the government is to prevent 
their oceurrence in future. Lord John Russell would extend the 
clauses of the colonial passen act to Mauritius, to prevent the 
overcrowding of vessels carrying emigrants from Hindostan to that 
colony, and for securing to them a sufficient supply of food and 
water, and of medical treatment and care while on board. We 
ean have no possible objection to this, but we would remind the 
noble lord that all this was said to have been provided for long 
ago by the governor general of India, and that, ip sean 

existence of the regulations, and tle vigilance of the public 
Officers in the different presidencies, the evils complained of multi- 
plied and increased to so serious an extent as to compel the 
supreme government to interdict the further progress of emigra- 
tion. e observe also that the laws in force affecting the labour- 
ers in Mauritius require a most careful examination and revision, 
before the Government. would be justified in taking off the inter- 
dict. We affirm, without fear of contradiction, that the whole 
ndence between the executive of that island and the 
colonial office, if it were made — would show, that up to 
the present period, the laws which have been enacted and are in 
force are of the most atrocious nature, with the exception only of 
those orders in ccuncil issued in 1838, which we have 
the most serious grounds for believing are a dead letter. 
We affirm also, that if all the rs and documents now 
in the colonial office respecting the Coolies were published, the 
noble lord would scarcely venture upon the step Co to 
take on the 15th inst. At all events, we ask whether the 
of the commissioners of inquiry in India which led Lord Auck- 
land to interpose the supreme authority of India, for the protee- 
tion of the ies, ought not to be produced before any measures 
be adopted which shall relax the restrictions which at present 
exist to their further exportation ; and is‘it not reasonable to 
—— that the present governor, Sir Lionel Smith, should be 
called upon to report on the actual condition of those already in 
Mauritius; the state of the law which affects them; and the 


that, | before the itian planters be permitted to reduce any more to 
:| what we blir re WwW be found, om, 1iry, a one 5 ot slay ‘ 
We implore the noble rue r his proposition until 


British public and the British parliamentjare in a position to 
decide upon these important measures. 

It cannot be that there has been so diminished a supply 
of the staple products of Mauritius raised since the emancipation 
of the slaves took place, as to render such a measure as that con- 
templated by the noble lord necessary. In 1825, the quantity of 
sugar exported was 93,723 ewts. ; in 1829, 297,958 ewts. ; in I 
§29,352 ewts. ; in 1837, 557,961 cwts. ; in 1838, 604,671 cwts. ; 
and in 1839, 612,385 cwts, Here then we have full proof that the 
arguments pig f urged by the West India colonies, and 
which have been so well met by the noble lord at the head of the 
colonial department, in a recent despatch to the Governor of 
British Guiana, will not apply to Mauritius, 

We ask for time, and for further information, which we know 

the government possess or ought to ; and earnestly trust the 
noble lord who. proposes to open ia once more to the felon 
planters of Mauritius will re-consider the subject, and postpone 
the contemplated measure, at least until another session of par- 
lament. But should the noble lord persist in urging it forward, 
we entreat those honourable members whe hare. Shtinnaanel 
themselves without referenee to party as the enemies of oppression, 
and the friends of liberty, to give it their most strenuous and 
decided opposition. 
In conelusion, we call the attention of our readers to a cireular 
addressed to each member of parliament, on the 26th March last, 
when the discussion was expected to come on, by the committee 
of the British and Foreign Anti-Slavery Society and which we 
need not say, is as applicable now as it was then :— 


The Committee of the British and Foreign Anti-Slavery 
Society deeply regret to find contrary to their earnest hope, that 
the government have determined in connexion with the extension 
of the “Colonial P rs’ Bill to Mauritius” by the clanses to 
be pro by Lord John Russell, to seek the sanction of the house 
of commons to the relaxation of the prohibition which at present 
exists against the exportation of Coolies from Hindostan. 

The committee respectfully, but earnestly implore your attend- 
ance at the House to-morrow, Friday evening, to prevent the 
adoption, or, at least, to postpone the consideration of so inj 

a@ measure until some future session of the House, for the follow- 
ing among other reasons :— 


than 40,000, has already been introduced into that colony under 
cireumstanves the most infamous, and held to service under con- 
tracts the most fraudulent ; leaving in India, as is weli-known, in 
the great majority of instances, their wives and children destitute 
and without protection. : 

2.—Because the official accounts which have been received in 
reference to them state the startling fact, that ont of upwards of 
19,000 Coolies, (the number reported,) scarcely more than 200 
were females. 

3.—Because the very partial inquiry into the condition of the 
Coolies in Mauritius, conducted under circumstances in no wise 
likely to elicit truth, and extending to not more than 2500 of 
them, is of the most meagre, unsatisfactory, and contradictory 


r. 
4.—Because the governor-general of India, in consequence of the 
atrocities brought to light by a court of inguiy held on the spot 
in connexion with the mode in which they been obtained 
transported to Mauritius, absolutely forbad their further exporta- 
peas to that or any other British colony, from any of the presi- 
cies. . 

5.—Because neither the report of the commissioners of inquiry 
in India, which led the governor-general to take this most deeided 
and important step, nor the communications of that high fanc- 
tionary to the home government stating his reasons for the same, 
nor the despatches of her majesty’s ministers relative thereto, have 
been presented to parliament. | 

6.—Because the home government fully confirmed in the year 
1838 the previous decision of the governor-general of India, after 
afull discussion of the whole question in both houses of par- 
liament. 

7.—Because the state of the law in Mauritius, at the present 
time, as affecting every class of labourers, is of the most rig 
orous and oppressive kind, and is chiefly administered by the 
planters themselves. 

8.—Because the demand for an augmentation of labourers is 
principally unded on an all want of disposition to 
industry, and a reasonable demand for wages on the part of the 
negro freemen, of which no proof appears ; and which is contrary 
to the gencral evidence furnished in those instances, in any of the 
gues in which they have been considerably and equitably 
treated. ME 

9.—Because the amount of produce raised in Mauritius, so far 
from shewing a diminution since the abolition of slavery, exhibits 
Oe "trom the facto alreaily gxtablishéd’ inh Giles 
ae on m e isp in : > 
iaid. before partiament, the most rigid and searching ing 
conducted by impartial, disinterested, and honourable _ 
imperatively demanded, before the government can be ju: 
in taking so important a measure as that about to be sub 





theasures which may be necessary to secure them ample protection, 
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1.—Because an immense number of Coolies, amounting to more 
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- THE GENERAL ANTI-SLAVERY CONFERENCE 


Will commetice its sittings at Freemasons’. Hall, London, on the 
‘12th of June, 1840. . A book is prepared for entering the names 
and other particulars of the delegates who may be appointed by 
anti-slavery bodies, both at home and abroad. In a case of such 
singular, interest and importance, the committee earnestly hope, 
and fully expect, that the friends of the cause in the United 
Kingdom will not be backward, either in the appointment of 
delegates, or in their attendance as delegates when appointed. It 
is particularly requested that all anti-slavery bodies will send an 
immediate official notification of the appointments which may be 
made by them, addressed to J. H. Tredgold, Esq., at the office of 
the Anti-slavery Society, 27, New Broad Street, London. 

We are requested to state that a sub-committee has been 
appointed to assist such friends as may attend the conference in 


' procuring suitable accommodation. Letters addressed to 27, New 


Broad Street will be attended to. 





Tue importance of the subject which is to be discussed in parlia- 
ment on the 15th instant, if Lord John Russell adheres to his 

resent notice on the subject of transporting Hill Coolies from 
india to Mauritius, has induced us to devote a large portion of 
our-columns to-day to a full statement of the facts involved in it. 
Our efforts on this matter must not be relaxed for a moment. 
Whatever symptoms of embarrassment and indecision may have 
been apparent in his proceedings, the noble Lord has given no 
intimation as yet of the abandonment of his purpose. To all 
appearance he means to press the measure, and we must act as 

ough we knew that he does. We may at all events be sure that 
he will, if he finds the abolitionists asleep. We implore our 
friends to complete whatever they have begun, or contemplated. 
Our success is of great importance to the cause of humanity. 


Ovr columns to-day contain the ir of mages and ed 
unimportant episode in the t Anti-slavery struggle. e 
sean of it is Lerpte , once the strong-hold of the English slave- 
trade, and now of the spirit of slavery. On the 16th of April, 
there was held inthis town a public meeting of the local Anti- 
slavery society, “ to take into consideration the duty of the friends 
of the negro, with reference to the present state of slavery and the 
slave-trade throughout the world.” On this occasion Mr. Scoble, 
when making the very accurate, and one would have thought by 
no means provoking statement, that the wages of a day’s labour in 
Guiana was one guilder, or 1s. 44d sterling, was interrupted by a 
loud cry of “no! no! I say no!” Upon inquiry, who should 
appear to be the author of this cry, but Mr. Semple, of the house 
of Sem le and company, a fallacious letter from whom to LordJohn 
Russell on the subject of immigration to British Guiana has the 
honour of figuring in the late [ate aeege papers. Mr. Semple 
made the somewhat startling declaration, “I paid three guilders.” 
He afterwards stated ‘that three guilders (4s. 2d.) per day “ was 
the minimum of each negro’s earnings upon the estates with which 
he was connected ;” and added that “he should be exceedingly 
happy to show Mr. Scoble his accounts of the earnings of 

penne.” in confirmation of his assertion. It is not for us to sa 
whether Mr. Semple expected his offer to be accepted. In fact it 
was so; and Mr. Scoble, Mr. John Cropper, and the Rev. Mr. 
Bevan, waited on him on Saturday, the 18th of April. The details 
of this interview, which are as yet private, but which we think 
must ultimately come before the public in an authentic shape, are 
most instructive, and to all but those who have some previous 
acquaintance with West Indian ways, will be most marvellous. 
What we are able to state at present is, that the accounts of one 
estate (Mara) were investigated by Messrs. Cropper and Bevan ; 


and it was found that, out of 120 labourers, not more than five} 5) 


had earned more than a guilder per day, the great majority much 
less, and some of them not more than half that sum! So much 
for the truth of the assertion so boldly made at the public meeting, 
and for the validity of the evidence of which the examination was 
challenged. It is now due to Mr. Semple to say, that he did not 
wait for the investigation of the accounts before he acknowledged 
his error. At the commencement of the interview he did so, and 
expressed his regret for it; he stated also that his eagerness to 
correct his ‘elsteke had been so great, that he had first returned 
to the Music Hall for this purpose, in hope of reaching it before 
the meeting had broken up, and had subsequently written a note 
to this effect, which, on bad advice certainly, he destroyed— 
adding, that he was then ready to take whatever steps might be 
to this end. So much humility ra at the hands 
ir. Scoble and his friends merciful treatment for Mr. Semple ; 
t was agreed that the matter should terminate by his writin 
cond note after the tenor of the first. This ent issu 


cing, 


U 


squinder what influences we say not now,) in the production of'a 





» | and allowing himse 


somewhat artful communication, enclosing a declaration of Mr. 


‘William Laing, a r in the firm, for the of attempt- 
ing to justily's aledtasetandt wAuch ou it kanes Veen frankly 
retracted. These documents will be found in another place, 
together with an account of the meeting, taken (with a minute 
and unim nt addition, ) from the Liverpool Standard, # hostile 

aper, and two admirable letters, one from Mr. Bevan, and one 

m Mr, Scoble, with which the first scene of this drama con- 
cludes, Our readers, of course, will peruse the whole ; and they 
may expect further disclosures roepecting this characteristic but 
infatuated exhibition of West Indian artifice and fraud. 

We have now a word or two to say weepeoting the conduct of 
the papers in the West Indian interest, the Liverpool Standard, 
and Mail. Evidently prepared for their purpose, they poured out 
immediately a flood of abuse on the abolitionists in general, and 
on Mr. Scoble in particular. This distinguished philanthropist 
is denounced as “ the most reckless and inaccurate speaker that 
ever ventured to stand before the public ;” as “having grossly 
committed himself by his flagrant mis-statements on subjects 
connected with the West Indies,” and as “actuated by deep- 
rooted and inveterate hatred of the West India proprietors.” Si- 
milar compliments are paid to the abolitionists at large, while the 
body of Friends, without even an exception, are courteously de- 
signated “ the lying Quakers.” All this cannot be misunderstood. 
There would be no resentment against us if our operations had 
no power. No pains would be taken to stigmatize Mr. Scoble as 
a liar, if it had not been found that his testimony embarrassed the 
schemes of avarice and oppression. The libellous virulence of the 
West ‘Indian press, is at once a testimony to the virtue and a 
proof of the usefulness of the parties against whom it is directed ; 
and, if we wanted such an impulse, it would supply us with the 
last and irresistible motive to perseverance and constancy. 


TE mail which arrived on Saturday from the West Indies brings 
intelligence of an interesting character. In Jamaica, Sir Charles 
Metcalfe has been pursuing his tour of the island, amidst festivities 
and flatteries which are sufficiently significant and ominous. All 
the compliments he receives are from the old _plantocracy, and 
these are of the most fulsome description. e find but one 
occasion mentioned on which he permitted himself to be addressed 
by the labourers, and then, says the editor of the Colonial Reformer, 
“a multitude of complaints were immediately poured forth, 
chiefly we believe, on the subject of excessive rent charges, and 
summary ejectments. The complaints, however, were urged inso 
confused a manner, that his Excellency appeared unable to under- 
stand them—he was extremely patient and attentive in listening 
to all they had to say, but seemed quite at a loss how to carry on 
any conversation with them.” And so begins and ends the sym- 
pathy of this og (!) governor with the great mass of the 
people in Jamaica! Well may they regret Sir Lionel Smith! The 
fulsome compliments of the planters Sir Charles Metcalfe returns 
with compliments not less fulsome. The only exception to this 
rule is to be found in his reply to the magistrates of Hanover, to 
whom, after their late unrighteous and cruel decisions, he does 
just venture fondly to say :— 

“The support that I consider at present to be of the greatest import- 
ance, and for which I confidently rely on the magistrates of this and every 
other part of the island, is the careful and benevolent administration of the 
laws; such as will ensure protection and security to all classes of the 
inbabitants, redound to the honour of the legislature and the magistracy, 
and promote in the greatest degree the happiness of the community. 

And this is taken by the St. Jago Gazette and the Colonial Re- 
Sormer to have been intended as reproof, and a severe one, of men 
whose flagrant injustice and 0 jomce et are taxing the patience of 
the people beyond the pore of endurance! It is at length quite 
manifest that, under the guise of conciliation, the governor has 
again been alten * everything into the hands of the planters, 

to become the passive instrument of their 
will, Even those who viewed his early measures with a favour- 
able eye have been constrained to change their opinion concerning 
him. A private letter from a most respectable source gives the 
following view of his administration. 


Sir Charles Metcalfe is a quietist; and his system is to tranquillize the 
surface of everything, never mind what corruption may be underneath. 
His answers to public addresses are full of nauseating compliments and 
fulsome flattery ; and his conciliation consists in asking every man to dine 
who calls upon him, (and every one who calls is admitted,) and in permitting 
things, provided they are quietly done. As a portion of this scheme, 
even the customary mode of acquainting the public with the appointments 
to offices of trust under the crown, and to commissions in the magistracy 
of the various parishes, is abolished. And why? Because the principle 
laid down by the government has been departed from for the sake of con- 
ciliating a party, and men admitted into the magistracy whose names, if 
rss 7 would have excited the indignant remarks of the community. 

tis a fact, that since Sir Charles has been in the island many new ap- 
pointments haye been made, but that not one bas been gazetted. Why 
this concealment? My impression is that what is done covertly is not done - 
honestly.. There existed previously too numerous a body of magistrates 
in this colony, as sane with the property and population ; and in- 
structions tas sent to Sir Lionel Smith to reduce = number where 
ag , and not to appoint new ones, except in cases of great n ity. 
hy has there been a deviation from that pe policy? Can an urincinto 
be more iniquitous, than to appoint overseers as magistrates who are in- 
terested, and their masters too, in nearly every case they decide; and 
who, when in the commission, commonly attend the courts as com- 
plainants, and are consequently changing places with others so situated— 








now on the bench deciding—now on the floor preferring acomplaint? Is 
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that’ right ?—The same system of quietism bas prevented the issuing of 
writs Geuguanhten th any of dsbes'gredoon h doverdt have been guilty 
of gross perversion of legal principlesand of extreme injustice. T 

but one portion of those sins of omission which amount to the encourage- 
ment of oppression, and which add to the present popularity of the gover- 
nor.. I have not space to enlarge on this subject ; but I entreat you not 
to mistake the absence of scurrility in the press for evidence of a general 
popularity on the part of the governor, nor a system of quietism for a 
government of integrity and benevolence. 

If, however, the system of the government have been “ quietism,” 
far different has been the system of the planters. They have done 
their best to promote agitation, Atrocious acts of oppression have 
abounded. The administration of the present iniquitous laws in 
their hands has been the reverse of “carcful and benevolent ;” it 
has been merciless, reckless, and unjust. The papers teem with 
instances of flagrant oppression and wrong, worthy of the worst 
days of slavery. In a ition to numerous yexations of this class, 
the question of tenancy and rent has been thrown into a most 
agitating and intolerable position. According to an opinion of the 
attorney-general given to Mr. Knibb, the labourers are now 
held . to re weekly tenants! On this subject the editor of the 
Colonial Reformer says, “ We have seen the opinion given by the 
learned attorney, and are quite satisfied that, if promulgated and 
acted on by the general body of proprietors or their agents, it 
would plunge the entire country into the most dreadful state of 
confusion—it would in effect go to turn adrift upon the wide world 
nine-tenths of the labouring population of the island at one week’s 
notice. Nay, more, according to the apres Gener ® opinion, 
the landlord has no occasion to trouble himself with the process of 
ejectment—he has the right of doubling his rents at a week’s 
notice—and if he only keep on doubling his demand every week 
or fortnight, it would quickly amount to a sum quite sufficient to 
supersede the necessity of ejectments. And the construction put 
upon the petty debt act affords a ready means of carrying the 
planters’ views into effect.” 

Such is the course, not of quietism certainly, but of galling and 
reckless provocation which has been adopted by the planters. It 
would have been no matter of surprise if the most serious dis- 
turbances had followed: but, happily, not only for the general 
population of Jamaica, but for the thoughtless oppressors them- 
selves, the establishment of freedom has brought a safety-valve 
into operation, by which the dangerous pressure of general indig- 
nation will, as we hope, be relieved. Three public meetings have 
been lately held, one of them an anti-slavery convention at 
asec another an anniversary of an anti-slavery society at 

ingston, and a third an annual meeting of a society for the pro- 
tection of civil and religious liberty at Falmouth, which have 
given to the people : rtunity for the utterance of their feelings. 
And freely and fervi ty they have been uttered ; but not in a way 
to expose them to just censure. The planter-press, indeed, has 
broken out into loud complaints and vehement denunciations ; 
but that is easily to be accounted for, without supposing that the 
speakers at these meetings said anything worthy of blame. The 
use of speech after the manner of freemen, is strange to the ears of 
the old slave-masters, and the new-born power of public rebuke 
and indignation gallsthem. It is a good sign; and as it indicates 
some remaining sensibility, augurs, perhaps, some measure of 
improvement. That our readers may the better know the cha- 
racter of the meeting most virulently complained of, we give the 
following extract from a private letter on which entire reliance 
may be placed. 


A great deal of noise has been unnecessarily made about it, and much 
abuse has been unjustly heaped upon the speakers who moved and 
seconded the resolutions. It was as mild a meeting as the most prudent 
hater of injustice and oppression could desire; but nothing but ‘* concilia- 
tion,” however great the sacrifice demanded by the great and powerful at 
the hands of the victims of their tyranny, suits the admirers of the 
‘“* mild” government of Sir Charles. Since the Falmouth meeting, 
meetings of a similar character have been held at Spanish Town and 
Kingston; and, although stronger expressions were used at the latter than 
at Falmouth, but little has been said of them in the way of censure, 
probably because the Honourable T. Bernard presided at the one, and 
the Honourable Hector Mitchell, mayor, at the other.* 

The editor of the Colonial Reformer retraces in detail the course 
of the various speakers, and we select two extracts in illustration. 

The chairman, Mr. Abbott, brought under review the atrocious conduct 
of certain of the planting gentry, who, in defiance of common law and 
common prudence, had perilled the peace of the country, by unroofing the 
houses and destroying the provision grounds of the labourers. ‘These 
outrages, no doubt, had led to the burnings of trash houses about which 
such an outcry had been raised—the one was the natural result of the 
other. Mr.Abbott instituted avery just comparison between the two offences 
of burning on the one hand, and destroying on the other ; and contended it 
was equally a crime on the part of the white man to destroy the house 
and provision grounds of the black man, as it was on the part of the black 
man to set fire to any of the premises of a white man—both were lawless 
acts of violence deserving the severest punishment. And pray, who will 
gainsay Mr. Abbott’s opinion in this matter? And yet Mr. Abbott has 
been denounced, as inciting the labourers to commit arson! He 
further gape that the discontent of the people arose from the 
absence of fair arrangements respecting rents. They were’ willing to 
rent their houses upon just and equitable terms ; but the planters insisted 
on binding the labourers down to work five days in the week, and to be 
mulcted in certain penalties for every days’ absence ! | And as the irresis- 
tible inducement to their consenting to this system of disguised slavery, 
they were to enjoy the privilege of occupying certain premises, but to pay 
@ rental for same at least double their actual value! Well might: 


* The Rev. T. F. Abbott, a Baptist missionary, presided at Falmouth’ 





Mr. Abbott pronounce this scheme * prep Is there an honest 
man here, or elsewhere, who Would not si @ to the same sentiment ? 
Mr. “tere mca mentioned ere had 19g ends flock Soran 
work t obtained a proper adjustment e’ question “the 
consequence ta that wl na ani mutually sieistnctony had een 
concluded. Yet Mr. Abbott is one of the ‘* Firebrands.” 

*“* * *& & ‘ 

The speech of the Rev. Mr. Knibb closed the proceedings of the 
meeting. It was evidently delivered under feelings of considerable 
excitement, and was certainly anything but complimen to the 
* plantocracy” of Jamaica. No wonder that they writhe and scream 
under his lash—certes he has not spared them. a th however, from 
what was merely annoying and offensive to the fine feelings of the 
aristocracy, there was literally nothing in Mr. Knibb’s speech that could 
be made the ground work of controversy. And pray what right have they 
to complain of Mr. Knibb speaking disparingly of them? If there be one 
man more than another in this community that has had ample provocation 
to speak with bitterness of the Jamaica planters, that man is Mr. Knibb. 
For the last eight years he has unceasingly been the object of their 
deadliest malignity—they have spared no effort to destroy him—he has 
been threatened with assassination. Every scheme which the most 
diabolical ingenuity could devise, backed by the blackest falsehood and 
foulest perjury, has been resorted to for the purpose of blasting his 
reputation—and day by day, and week after week, has he been subjected 
to the brutal insults and slanderous invectives of the vermin of the press, 
especially retained to do the filthy work of these very parties. Do they 
think then that they are entitled to Mr. Knibb’s forbearance? Have 
they any just ground of complaint because he expresses for them his 
contempt and scorn? Assuredly not. 

The Reformer closes his observations with the following appeal. 
“€ We ask an impartial public, if there be anything in those ad- 
dresses to justify the ferocious violence manifested by the depraved 
organs of the dominant faction? For our parts we are only sur- 
prised that, under such exciting circumstances, with so many 
sources of discontent to rouse the angry ions, so much modera- 
tion and forbearance should have been observed in a meeting com- 
prising so many of the ay parties. The meeting, however, 
will do good—we should like to see similar ones held in every 
parish in the island where such abuses exist—it would be the 
most effectual check on the lawless aggressions of petty tyrants 
and oppressors.” 





The accounts from British Guiana are very cheerful, and in 
singular contrast with the fallacious—we may say the ati f 
false—statements which have abused the public ear in England. 





WE mentioned in our last, that the wicked contract law passed by 
the planters of Barbados, in conjunction with their sapient gover- 
nor, had thrown the island into a ferment. It*now a that 


emigration of labourers to British Guiana, a relief to the o : 
which the recent disallowance of the emigration act by the home 
government renders, of course, of somewhat easier access. In 
this state of things the men of Barbados have become frantic, and 
have actually d an act, to which the governor has given his 
sanction, in the very teeth of the home government. We give 
this extraordinary piece of legislation entire from the Times of 
Monday, as ered by a private arrival bringing papers to so 
late a as the 25th of March. 
* BARBADOS. 

“An act to amend two certaix acts of this Island, one entitled ‘ an act 
to prevent the clandestine deportation of young persons from this Island,’ 
sat the other entitled,‘ an act to regulate the emigration of labourers from 
this Island, and to protect the labourers in this Island from impositions 
practised on them by emigration agents.’ : 

“‘ Whereas it is deemed expedient that the penalties declared in and by 
the first clause of the aforesaid act, entitled ‘an act to prevent the clan- 
destine. deportation of young persons from this Island,’ should apply only 
to the abduction of children under twelve years of age, ; 

“Clause 1. Be it therefore enacted by his excellency Major-General 


chief of this Island, the honourable members of her Majesty’s_ council, 
and the general assembly of this island, that the first clause in the said last 
mentioned act shall apply only to the case of children under the age of 
sixteen years, as therein is provided... And that the second clause of the 
said last mentioned act shall apply to the case of young persons oyer the 
age of twelve, and under the age of twenty-one years. And whereas, in 
and by the said act, entitled an ‘act to regulate the emigration of labourers 
from this Island,’ the churchwarden and justice of the peace, whose du 
it is to inquire whether any labourer, artificer, or pauper, desirous of eml- 
grating from this island, hath any such kindred as in the said act is men- 
fioned dependant on him or her for support, are not restricted as to the 
time within which such inquiry should be made. - ee 
“Clause 2. Be it therefore enacted, that such churchwarden and justice 
of the peace sliall within ten days after application for that purpose to be 
made, as in the said last mentioned act is provided, give the certificate 
therein required, unless it shall appear within such period that such 
labourer, artificer, or pauper, hath any such kindred dependent on him or 
her for support, and for whom he or she shall not have made satis 
provision during his or her absence ; and to remove all doubts as to the 
are oF es cor be bound Slecnaey wioanges Riese 
artificer, or pauper, shall not und to adduce any w: SOF 
to prove dak bn os she leaves no such relative behind: provided also that 
the said act shall not apply to the case of paupers, unless there be reason 
to suspect that any such pauper hath designedly reduced himself or herself 
to that condition in order to evade the restrictions in the said last mentioned. 
have been carrying.on a. traffic: in 
island to other colonies, such persons have 


emigrate from 
by wicked devices endeavoured to dissatisfy the labourers with their state. 








population, by their false pretensions, and have practised great raud | 


i Tee 


the Barbadians are reaping the fruits of their folly in the rapid | 


Sir Evan John Murray M’Gregor, Bart., governor and commander-in- _ 


and condition, and apse greatly unsettled the minds of the Iabonring. a 








SSO te CNG Re NASR ECA. Lacan 














43 
<a 
: 
b-* 
ae 
e 
4 
a 




















pashli ai sl - ee wee vee 


I i a te ate ah 


[ WEDNESDAY, 








f 


tl 
real 
é 
Fe 
: 
é 
. 


: 
i 
it 
' 
i 
3 
ze 
i 
c 


the existing laws for that purpose. 

. Be it therefore enacted, that from and after the passing 
act itshall not be lawful for any person, unless under the sanction 
Majesty’s government, to act as an emigration agent in this island, 
every person acting as such emigration agent in this island 


iN 


nf 


t such sanction, and every person counselling, aiding, and abetting 
such offender, and every person who shall contract with, entice, 
, or endeavour to seduce any labourer or artificer to go out of 
to any other colony or place, shall, on conviction thereof, 
y police magistrate of this island, forfeit aad pay a sum not 
ing 501. nor less than 101. for every labourer or artificer so con- 
tracted with, enticed, persuaded, or attempted so to be, and in default of 
payment shall be committed to the common gaol of this island, there to 
remain without bail or mainprise, for the space of three calendar months, 
unless the forfeiture so incurred shall be sooner paid, one half of which 
forfeiture shall go to the informer, and the other half be paid into the 
public treasury of this island for the public uses thereof; and if an 
person so convicted shall, after such conviction, be guilty of any suc 
offence, and be thereof convicted before any police magistrate, such 
offender shall be imprisoned in the common gaol of this island, with or 
without hard labour, for the space of six calendar months. 
© Clause 4, Provided nevertheless, and be it further enacted, that if 
be convieted before any police magistrate of any offence 
punishable by this act, or by the said act, entitled ‘An Act to Prevent 
the Clandestine Deportation of Young Persons from this Island,’ and 
shall think himself or herself npieven by the judgment of such police 
magistrate, before whom he or she shall be convicted, such person shall 
have liberty to appeal from every such conviction to the Assistant Court 
of Appeal, and the execution of every such judgment so appealed from 
suspended in case the person so convicted shall immediately 
enter into recognizances before such police magistrate, which he is hereby 
authorized and required to take, himself or herself in the sum of 501., and 
two sufficient sureties in the sum of 25l. each, current money of this 
island, if such conviction be a first conviction for any such offence, but if 
@ subsequent conviction, then in the sum of 100l., with two sufficient 
sureties in the sum of 501. each, upon condition to prosecute such appeal 
with effect, and to be forthcoming to abide the judgment and determin- 
ation of the said Court of Appeal, and to pay such costs as the said 
court shall award on such occasion; and if upon hearing such appeal the 
jadgment of the police —— before whom the appellant shall have 
convicted s' be ed, such appellant chal. immediately be 
committed by the Assistant Court of Appeal to the common gaol of this 
island, without bail or mainprise, according to such conviction, and for the 
space of time therein mentioned, unless in case of a first conviction the 
sum <r to be, paid by the police magistrate giving such judgment 
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“ Read three times, and passed 
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“ three times, and passed 
the Council unanimously, this 13th the General Assembly, nemine con- 


day of March, 1840. tradicente, this 13th day of Mareh, 
**Ricnarp Horr, 184 *¢ Joun Myers, 
** Acting Colonial Secretary.  ‘* Clerk ofthe General Assembly. 


** E. J. Murray Macerscor, Governor. 
hes searanrge Laer rey bs gai 21, 1840.” : om 
desperate effort o on and tyranny, first to plunge the 

peasantry into hopeless wretchedness, and next to prevent their 
escape from it, has led to the following resolutions on the part of 
some of the colonists, as published in one of the Barbados 

pers. 
Pa 1. That this committee have witnessed with extreme regret the emi- 
rine of large numbers of the labouring population of this island to 

itish Guiana ; and believing, as they do, that it is neither to the true 
interest of the people themselves nor of the: country that this emigration 
should continue, they cannot but deplore the existence of those causes 
which have led to it. 

**2. That this committee have read with much alarm and sorrow the 
third clause of an act which has just passed the legislature for checking 
this emigration” (quoting the clause.) 

“3. this committee consider it a duty which they owe to them- 
selves, to their labouring brethren, and to the country, unequivocally to 
deprecate and condemn this enactment, as encroaching unnecessarily and 
a, on the undoubted right of the people to receive counsel and 
advice from any persons whom they may choose to consult or confer with 
as to the disposal of themselves and their services by emigration or other- 
wise ; and also on the right of every such person to give such counsel 
and advice without incurring legal penalties. 

“4, That such an enactment is, in the opinion of this committee, emi- 
nently calculated to cherish aud increase the excitement existing in the 
by esting at present, and to strengthen the hands of emigration agents, 


ing on their side the sympathies and influence of the friends of 
‘labouring population and the advocates of human rights.” 
These p1 i need no comment. No doubt the govern- 
ment pursue a proper and spirited course on this occasion. 





MEETING OF THE LIVERPOOL ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY. 


Yusrerpay vege Sas seven o'clock, a meeting of the members and 
friends of the lavery Society was held: in the Music-hall, Bold- 
street, for the purpose of taking into consideration the duty of the friends 
of the negro, with reference to the present state of slavery and the 
Piincstin nen | Moa nape Snr nenenigne a although at the com- 
pees very few le were present. 
 On'the motion of Dr. Pathes, scsondel by Mr. Richard Rathbone, the 
The Chairman, in o aye He proceedings, urged the importance of 
 gessing upon the public t Prasmes Ped Sen Pyotr work 








A report was then read by the Rev. Mr. Bevan, conveying a 
high tribute Deena Ee snenneg ek tanta eetlanaaes 
many details of the progress of the cause in various parts of 
The report noticed in terms of commendation the efforts of the anti- 
slavery community of the United States. It also went to show that in 
Guiana, Demerara, Essequibo, &t., the landed property lately sold had 
for the most part brought much above its previous value, and none of it 
below it. This, the contended, went to prove that the evils appre- 
hended by the friends of slaye labour had by no means been i 
Some of the details of the continuance of slavery in Cuba and otber 
were sufficiently horrifying. The demoralization of Texas by the encou- 
ragement of slavery was dwelt a oa with a compliment to the anti-slavery 
states of the American union. The abolition movement was, however, 
going on, and could not be arrested. The dreadful mortality occasioned 
by slavery was dwelt upon, and it appeared that the annual expenditure of 
life by the traffic pursued by christian countries amounted to 375,000 in- 
dividuals. Nothing would arrest the evil but the doing away with the 
employment of slaves, by bringing the minds of those who made them 
the instruments of their cupidity to a sense of their wickedness. The 
report concluded by intimating that, to arrest the dreadful evils of slavery, 
@ convention of the friends of the abolition would be held at London in 
June next, upon which it implored the blessing of divine providence. 

The Chairman then introduced Mr. John Scoble, whose name appeared 
in prominent characters in the placards. He was loudly cheered. 

Mr. Scoble said he had listened with intense interest to the able and 
eloquent report just read by the secretary of the society. He felt that the 
ground which dad been occupied by the secretary almost precluded the 
necessity of his a ce before them; the harvest had been reaped, 
and all he (Mr. Scoble, ) could do, was to pass through the field and gather 
up a few scattered ears here and there, and present to them some few 
details upon points to which their attention had already been directed. 
The last time he had the pleasure of addressing an audience in this town, it 
was his principal duty to call attention to the wretched, horrid, and appal- 
ing situation of the negro apprentices ; and to urge upon all the friends of 
humanity and freedom then present the necessity of exerting themselves 
yet once more, to put an end for ever to the system of slavery in the 
British West India colonies. Since that period, as the report had shown, 
they had achieved a noble triumph for liberty. There would not now be 
found in the length and breadth of our West India colonies a single slave ; 
at this moment we should find human beings raised from the condition of 
cattle to the condition of men; we should find men formerly under the 
most inhuman system ever devised, reduced to the condition of beasts of 
burden, raised now to the condition of British freemen. In the colonies 
which he had recently visited, he had been struck, not merely with the 
results of emancipation in so far as the interests of the planters were con- 
cerned, but as far as the feeling and condition of the emancipated were 
concerned. He had found that commerce flourished ; that trade was never 
in a more healthy condition than at the present time in the British colonies ; 
that wherever there had been a defalcation in the amount of crops, it was 
to be traced either to the ordinances of providence, or to those circum- 
stances which were foreseen, and said to have been provided against, by 
the planters themselves. We had heard very little of complaint from the 
colonies generally, with the exception of the island of Jamaica and British 
Guiana, with regard to the conduct of the labyaring population. We 
found, indeed, charges brought against the emancipated negros, but they 
were merely a reiteration of those charges which were formerly brought 

inst the slaves. The meeting knew that Pharaoh of old said to the 
children of Israel, that they were idle; and so it was said now of the 
freemen of our colonies. When you spoke to the planters in this country, 
and to the merchants who depended — them, upon this subject you. 
found they all said, “ We cannot exact labour—the negros are indolent—. 
they have a country abounding in fruits and roots, and eve : that 
can sustain and gratify the appetite and heart of man, and they will not 
labour for more than what will just give them the necessaries of life.” 
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the facts? It would be found, upon examination, that whenever the negro 
would not work it was because he was not adequately paid—it was be- 
cause he knew the value of his labour that he was in opposition, general] 
speaking, to the planters. We were told, for instance, that in British i 

uiana, the negros received an immense reward for their toils. Now, 
what was the reward which the emancipated negro received in that colony 
for a day’s labour, as fixed by the ters themselves? Just sixteen- 
pence halfpenny sterling! (A loud cry of ‘‘ No.”) There is a gentleman 
who says no. 

Mr. Sem le then exclaimed, “I say no: I paid three guilders,” 

Mr. Scoble.—Will you be good enough to walk up, sir? (Mr. le 
complied with this request, by taking a seat upon the platform.) e 
(Mr. Scoble,) was exceedingly thatsa gentleman from Deme- 
rara, a planter too, should appear, who said that he paid three guilders 
to his negros for a day’s work. When his friend Mr. Bevan was reading 
his admirable report, he was hoping something of this kind might occur, 
in order that some spirit might be given to the gues. F A opposi- 
tion, especially from planters, was exceedingly ying to all parties 
who attended meetings of this kind, and now they were to have it. He 
would make his statement again—that the price of a day’s labour, as fixed 
by the planters themselves, in British Guiana, was just one guilder per 
diem—the third part of a dollar, which, in sterling money, was 1s. 44d. 

Another gentleman.—T hat is for four hour’s labour. 

Mr. Scoble-—One gentleman at a time: he would be pep of one at 
once, and now for the facts of the case. During the period of apprentice- 
ship, a tariff of labour was drawn up by a committee of planters ; it re- 
ceived an official sanction from the late Sir James Carmichael Smith, end 
it wus considered a sufficient amount of work for a.n a day’s 
labour of seven hours anda half. When the ist of st, 1638, arrived, 
this same tariff of labour was considered the standard of a day’s labour for 
the freemen, and for that day’s labour the sum of one ilder per diem was 
offered by the planters; and the negros were after the Ist of 
August, to accept the tariff of the planters. His statement was this :— 
that the day's labour, as far as the. amount was concerned, was fixed by the 
planters themselves upon the ist of August, 1836; that the amount of 

they gave for it was also fixed by the planters themselves at one 
perdiem. He was ing of the ordinary field labourers, and of 
amount ordinarily e: . If the negros not perform the full 








amount of labour, a certain amount was deducted from the guilder, and they 





Throughout the press we found the same statement made ; but what were | 
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received only the balance, which was but fair and just to the two parties 
conteniting; ang 44'40k aoliagenerel st th Now he should be glad, he- 
fore he proceeded any further, to. hear the statement of the gentleman with 
— os so SS a a ig i ieee 
gsc, wove the rae iven to negros in British Guiana. for a day’s 
, he was ined to call out—No; and he maintained it was not 

the fact. He would in a very few words prove to the meeting that it was 
not the case. He was himself a native of Demerara, and he had inhe- 
rited from his father a small West Indian property. He was as averse to 
slavery as any man and christian possibly could be. -His inheritance had 
iy trifling ; and such was his aversion to and detestation of anythi 
like slavery, that as soon as he became of age he declared tha: he w: 
have nothing to do with it. His patrimony was sold, and he turned bis 
attention to mercantile pursuits. He settled. at Berbice, a portion of British 
Guiana, where he resided as. merchant eleven years; and his character, 
he believed, was tolerably well known both there and in Liverpool. He 
~ had no slaves—he rset § none ; neither had he anything to do with them, 

except as porters and domestics. After he came to this country he took 
into partnership two em ca who had been his clerks; but one morn- 
ing, on going to the office, he was greatly surprised to find that his partners, 
without his sanction or permission, bought a large estate, for which 
they gave between £30,000 and £40,000. Under these circumstances 
pe in this t he was undoubtedly a West India proprietor; but so 
far from Mr. Scoble’s statement being true, he could show the meeting, or 
Mr. Scoble himself, bis returns, proving that the wages paid these people 
were three guilders per day. hat Mr. Scoble said of the rate of 164d. 
might be true ; but Mr. Scoble knew that that is. 44d. was for a “ task’ 
of seven hours and a half labour, which any negro could do in four hours 
with great ease; but for twelve hours they could get three guilders, and 
his people did get it. 

r. Scoble.—Qh, oh. 

Mr. Semple desired that he might not be interrupted by such exclama- 
tions as oh, oh. ' 

Mr. Scoble said he would not cause any further interruption. 

Mr. Semple would go further to say, that he should be exceedingly 
happy to show Mr. Scoble his accounts of the earnings of his people. 
Indeed a friend of his, who had but just sailed for Barbados, waited 
upon Mr. Scoble yesterday, but could not meet with him, for the same 
purpose ; and there were gentlemen in that meeting who would bear him 
out when he said that he had himself yesterday sought for Mr. Scoble. 
Indeed, if Mr. Scoble had not invited him he should have intruded himself 
upon the meeting. (Hear, hear.) 

Mr. Scoble. said, of course it would be exceedingly rude in him to 
attempt to invalidate the statements of Mr. Semple, who said that his 
negros received three guilders per diem for their work. He would not un- 
dertake to refute him, or to say the fact was not so ; but the meeting would 
permit him to bring before them one or two official facts, for, after all, 
more attention would be paid to them than either to Mr. Semple or him- 
self, as bearing on the question mooted between them. With regard to the 
amount of wages paid for a day’s labour, he had before hima statement 
made by certain colonists from Demerara, in the shape of an address to 
= John Russell, in which they stated that they paid 1s. 6d. per diem to 
the negro. 

A veion.—-lhehd the passage. 

Mr. Scoble must be allowed first to make his statement, and then he 
would read the passage. In this address it was stated that the value of 
a day’s labour was nominally 1s. 6d., but that the real value was fixed at 
1s. 4}d., the value of the dollar being fixed by cing erg at 4s. 2d. Mr. 
Scoble then read an extract from a despatch. from Lord John Russell to 
the governor of British Guiana, dated 15th February, 1840, and requested 
the chairman to say whether he had read correctly or not. 

The Chairman looked at the passage, and said Mr. Scoble had read it 
correctly. 

Mr. Tobie continued.—_Now what was the amount of labour exacted 
from the negros for this 1s. 6d., but which was really only 1s. 4d. per diem? 
In a despatch from governor Light to Lord Glenelg, dated January 30th, 
1839, it was stated that the planters had desired him (the governor) to 
authorise the substitution of nine hours labour per diem instead of seven 
hours and a half, but that he bad refused. [Mr. Scoble read the extract.] 
It had been stated that the negros upon the plantations could perform three 
days’ work upon one— 

_ Semple.— No; I said they could perform three of these tariffs in 
one day. 
“Mr. Seoble.—Well, that is the same thing. 

Mr. Semple.—Not exactly. I said they could perform three of these 
tariffs in one day. 

A gentleman.—They can do four. 

Mr. Scoble —I beg to deny most distinctly that statement. 

The erie. beg to say I have seen it myself. 

Mr. Scoble hed had proof of this fact in the year 1837, and subsequent] 
when he visited the colonies, that there were different soils in Briti 
Guiana. The labour upon one estate might be very much lighter than upoa 
another. Upes the east coast, where the soil was light and pliable, the 
negros could perform their accustomed task in much less time than the 
negros who were located upon the banks of the river could perform theirs. 

A gentleman.—It is just the opposite. 

Mr. Scoble said that was a most extraordinary statement, for there was 
not a planter who did not know that the soil upon the river was stiff and 
hard, whilst that upon the east coast was light and pliable, and that much 
more labour could therefore be upon the one than upon the 
other. This was clear from this upon some estates on the banks 
of the river, the tariff of one hundred weeding and moulding had 
been reduced to seventy-five, in consequence of the labourers not being 
able to perform it within the seven hours anda half. It was easy for one 
gentleman to affirm and for another to deny; it must be for the meeting 
to judge. He had proved, in’ the first place, the value of a day’s labour 
pages aaa ihe Det: ee the planters themselves, and 
w a 5 was been stated the governor of Guiana ; 
ae he would leave the = ne : 
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might be properly: boiled out. Now he had known in these 
@ negro to get from one and a half to two guilders per day ; but:it was 
during the iceship, when the value of labour was much more 
ighly Guiana spr And he said, looking st the 
fertility of the. soil as compared with other colonies, the remuneration of 
labour, whether one guilder or three guilders per diem, was not too much, 
and that the planters could afford to give more. feed 'T 
Mr. Semple said he had an engagement to meet, but before he left the 
meeting he wished to remind Mr. Scoble of one circum - he 
(Mr. Semple) did not at all contend or maintain that three guilders per 
diem was too much. All he said was this, that it was what his people got, 
and that it was the minimum, of each negro’s ings upon the estates 
with which he was concerned, Independently of that, they had free rent 
and medical attendance. ee 
Mr. Scoble wished to say that himself and Mr. Cropper would do them- 
sélves the pleasure of waitmg upon Mr. Semple to-morrow. 
Mr. Semple said he should be most happy to see them. 
Mr. Scoble observed it must be borne in mind that Mr. Semple had 
stated that the minimum was three guilders per diem. 
A Voice.—For how long 1? 
Mr. Semple.—I say for the day; and I believe not for twelve hours. 
The Chairman.—However, we will call upon you. 
Mr. Semple.—Very well. i 
Mr. Scoble resumed. He should be very happy to bear his testimony to 
the accuracy of Mr. Semple’s statements when he had examined the 
documents, should he find them correct. He would repeat the observation 
that this tariff of wages had been fixed by the planters themselves; and 
he would ask the meeting, as a question of common sense, whether it was 
at all likely the planters would fix such a small amount of labour to be 
pertonied | in return for their wages as some gentlemen would have them 
suppose? Much had been said with re; to the diminution of eats 
in British Guiana; much had been said too as to the ruin of fine 
portion of the British empire. He felt more than ordinary interest in that 
colony, for he had spent a longer period in it than in ay fy we” which he 
visited during his two tours, in the years 1836 and 1838. So far from being 
an enemy to the colony or to the planters, he would ask any person whether 
he had ever deteriorated the character of the colony? On the contrary, 
he had often said it was one of the most splendid appendages to the British 
crown—that there was ample room in it for forty millions of people—that it 
had a soil of inexhaustible fertility ; and that those individuals who located 
themselves there, provided they went as free persons, and took care of 
their freedom when there, were likely by steady industry to raise them- 
selves, This he had asserted again and again; for he was no enemy to 
emigration thither. His quarrel was not with the colony, but with. the 
men who were the governors of it—the planters; and so soon as they 
could be trusted with any e with those who went there, he would 
allow them to have them. ‘This was a point of very great importance in 
connexion with the prosperity, present and future, of British Guiana, 
He ought to state that there was a gross fallacy lurking under the state- 
ments made by gentlemen with respect to that colony. In all the written 
documents which had appeard before the public, and in all the statements 
made with re to the falling off in the amount of the crops in the 
colony, they on all occasions studiously concealed some. of. the 
facts of the case. In the first place, they had disguised the actual amount 
of the exports of the colony uncer the name of hogsheads of sugar. They 
would never, they took care, gine details as to how many hundred 
weights less were the exports last year—but he had found out that the 
hogsheads increased very muchin size; and it would be found, when the 
official documents were published, that the amount of ugar shipped 
from Demerara and Berbice during the last year did not so very 
short from the amount exhibited the year before, as stated by the plan- 
ters themselves. He had before him an official document, which Pre 
the total amout of sugar exported, (but it did not go into details of the 
different colonies) during last year, as compared with the preceding years. 
Looking at the whole of the colonies, the amount was 698,000 cwts. less 
as compared 1838 ; and 483,000 cwts. as compared with 1837, which he 
believed the planters of Guiana said was a very profitable year to them. 
So that the loss upon the sum total was not ve Pg: Mr. Scoble then 
roceeded to contend that the principal cause o falling off in the pro- 
tans of British Guiana in 1839 was the drought, and te defend the cha- 
racter of the negro for industry ; and in conclusion he mentioned three 
points, on each of which he enforced the well known views of the abolitionists, 
namely, legislation, administration of justice, and emigration ; but owing 
to the late hour at which the meeting concluded, and the necessity for going 
to press soon, we are unable to re his arguments. In conclusion he 
moved a resolution declaratory of the sentiments of the meeting. | . 
William Rathbone, Esq. hoped this country would never cease in its 
exertions, until the abolition of slavery was achieved in every quarter of 
the globe. God had made all men. alike, and there was no need for 
wanh meetings if christians proceeded upon the principles whica they 
rofessed. ; “ ; 
Z The Rey. Mr. Ketty moved a resolution to the effect that slavery was 
rnicious alike to the slave-holders and the enslaved. He would make no 
aesie i remarks, as an American gentleman would succeed him, who 
represented a country which had much more to contend with than this. 
He considered that the work of abolition, to be successful, must be founded 
on Christian principles. ~~ . 
The Rev. Joun Keep, from America.—It wasg ing to state that in no 
part of the British dominions was now heard the clan of the chains of 
slavery. He then alluded to the American abolitionists. Slavery existed 
in its most painful form + o Users Sm He traced the commence- 
ment of slavery, u ls of two hun years ago, in these states, w! 
they were walle the British flag. He furnished some interesting details 
relative to Jw ap conduct of the slaves during the agg” Fg 2 
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cement 
their combined exertions would result in victory. The motion was carried 


‘Dr: Rafles, in en eloquent address; moved the lution, oppoe- 
Des: an ent 5 next resolution, 

ae, introduction of Hill Coolies into the Mauritius. 

The ‘was. unanimously agreed to, as also a petition founded 


upomit. 
Thanks were then voted to the chairman, and the meeting broke up. 


LETTER OF THE REV. W. BEVAN. 
To the Editor of the Liverpool Standard. 


~ Str,—Having observed in the Standard of Tuesday last, some length- 
ened strictures upon the proceedings of the late meeting of the Liverpool 
Anti-Slavery Society, permit me to request that you will afford room in 
your forthcoming publication, for the correction of certain misapprehensions 
and inaccuracies in the article to which I refer. 

“It is inquired by the writer, as “the ostensible object of the meeting, 
was ‘to take into consideration the duty of the friends of the negro, with 
reference to the present state of slavery and the slave-trade throughout the 
world,’ ” “Why was the subject of the British colonies in the West Indies 
introduced into the discussion ?” The vast importance which attaches to the 
successful issue of the experiment of emancipation, in connexion with the 
discussion of the general question of slavery, is of itself sufficient to war- 
rant the most searching inquiry into the progress, and a constant recurrence 
to the results of thatexperiment. Besides, the events which have occurred 
in those colonies in the working out of the great physical and moral transi- 
tion, have not been of a nature to justify any relaxation of the supervision 
which is on the part of this country to the satisfactory establish- 
ment of the negro’s rights. Further, it was incumbent on those to whom 
page es dace of the meeting was committed, to review all that had been 
done in the struggle and the triumph of the two years that had elapsed 
since the members of the society were convened, and to state the measures 
that had been adopted for the purpose of demonstrating to other nations, 
yet contaminated with the sin of slave-holding, the propriety and expedi- 
Cems grat of the justice) of abolishing the system. 

report noticed the attempted revival of the Hill Coolie traffic. 

Documents are now before me (some of them are before the public—others 
of them shall not long remain unpublished ) from courts of justice in India, 
and from commissions of inquiry in British Guiana and Mauritius, which 
furnish ground for the apprehensions entertained, that, if the projects of 
certain parties had not been Se wager by the government, a traffic no less 
to be deprecated, because no less unjust and cruel than the slave-trade 
would have threatened thousands of helpless victims. 

‘The remainder of the report furnished a comprehensive sketch of the 
rie ay state of slavery and the slave-trade in various quarters of the 
glo 

"After most deliberate reflection, I am unable to discover on what part 
of the proceedings of the meeting, as reported in the Standard of Friday 
last, the writer of that article will fix for proof of the insinuated charge 
of “the most relentless persecution” of the planters. 

_ The writer further observes—* Mr. Scoble said, that, during his recent 
visit to the West Indies, ‘he had found that commerce flourished—that 
trade was never in a more healthy condition than at the present time.’ 
From this sweeping assertion, we might infer that there had been for the 
last two years no deficiency in the amount of exports from the West 
Indies. 1s this the fact?” Now, had the writer of that article taken the 
trouble of referring to your own report of the meeting, he would have 
found that Mr. Scoble’s statement was contrary to his own hypothetical 
inference, and fatal to the ungenerous implication it involves. In that re- 
port, Mr. Scoble is represented as having before him an official document 
giving the total amount of sugar exported during the past year, as compared 
with preceding years. ‘* Looking at the whole of the colonies, the amount 
was 698,000 cwts. less as compared with 1838, and 483,000 cwts. as com- 

red with 1837.” In another journal, Mr. Scoble is reported to have 
** quoted two despatches from the governor of British Guiana, both alluding 
to the extensive injury done by the drought.” ‘‘ He also mentioned, as 
within his own knowledge, various estates on which the canes had yielded 
less last year, in consequence of the drought, than was expected. In one 
instance, from 10 acres of canes were expected 10 hhds., but had only pro- 
duced 7; in another, 80 acres yielded only 35 hhds., when 80 were ex- 
pected ; on a third, 102 acres only furnished about 65 hhds. Thus they 
would perceive, that the falling off in the amount of the crops last year 
was not owing to the indolence of the negros, but to the ordinances of 
providence.” 

That the reason assigned for the deficiency by the report and by Mr. 

Me was not unfounded, will appear from the authority of governor 


In a despatch of April 26, 1839, the governor says :—‘ The season, 
which had | excessively favourable at the beginning of the year, and 
eo promise of large return, has not for u i 72 days had a respite 

m excessive drought ; the consequence has been, that the savannahs, 
creeks, or lakes have been dried up; the trenches having no supply had 
been exhausted, and the canes have been left uncut from the impossibility 
of mete Hamre to the works. This, then, is the chief’ cause of the failure , and 
= the | —s of the peasantry, to which some of the planters are disposed 

Tn an address to the combined court on the 19th February, 1839, the 
governor says :—‘ We have no right to ascribe to emancipation the deficiency 
[Ai wo germ shed the ist of Angust. If exportable produce be dimi- 

1 in quantity, it has increased in value; if the planter do not obtain 
full labour, yet his payments on that point are lessened.” 
“In a despatch from Governor Light, dated October 15, 1889, he notices 

e y of cathy during the third quarter of that year —“It is 
bipccar moe be less then in the corresponding quarters of 1831-32-33 ; it is 
in hogsheads 2765 less than the corresponding quarter last year, but the 
i of produce has increased in proportion the diitiation of the crop. 

t is a fact, that from the unfavourable season during a portion of the year 
the canes have lelded ONE-THIRD Less THAN UsuAL ; the last quarter of 
the” bes: consi msidering mg the favourable season for the last month, is likely to 
cay arger return, I shall be prepared to show by the prices of 


twelve or fifteen years, that even’ the of suga 
Syren pa 


























pnw ha gg hs ee er gah ge nbprerhren gsi <j athe its greatest 
_ As to the into the colonies, it will be sufficient to quote the same 
high authority in a dispatch of ' last. Governor Light says, 

“ The increasing demands of British Guiana for manufactured goods and 
other supplies bave occasioned an additional tonnage inwards of 10,618 as. 
compared with that of the year 1836, and of 4270 tons as compared 
with that of the year 1837.” 

And again, 

“It is presumed that the real decrease in the outward tonnage is about 
10,000 tons in 1838 as compared with 1837, and this decrease is no greater 
than the result of the last year rendered ‘probable. 

“I trust these remarks willenable your lordship to judge of the rea? 
grounds for the outcry made by interested persons against the diminishing 
resources of this colony.” 

Acordingly he addressed the combined council in these terms. 

“It coud not have been expected that internal commerce could probably 
long withstand any great diminution of exportable produce That the mer- 
chants do not anticipate this, is proved by the numerous stores established 
in all parts of the colony where they were before unknown; and though 
those articles formerly wholesale to the planter are now no longer required, 
yet equal, if not greater trade takes place under a new form. You will 
agree with me that George Town presents few symptoms of anticipated 
ruin.” 

These extracts, confirmatory both of the report and of the proceedings of 
the meeting, are sufficient to produce conviction in every candid mind. 

Let an equitable and benevolent system of management be established 
in that and other colonies, and the testimony of Governor Light with regard 
to some estates will soon become true of all—‘‘ Where tact, judgment, 
and conciliation have exhibited a corresponding feeling, steady labour has 
been obtained.” I am, sir, yours Xc., 

Wriuam Bevan. 


April 23, 1840. 


MR. SEMPLE’S LETTER TO MR. CROPPER. 
Liverpool, 20th April, 1840. 
Dear Sir,—Agreeably to your request, I beg to hand you a copy of Mr. 
William Laing’s declaration, (signed in presence of yourself, Mr. Bevan, 
and Mr. Scoble), of amount of wages paid by himself to labourers in 
Berbice. This document and the others you and Messrs. Bevan and 
Scoble have seen at my office, prove that labourers in general (in that 
colony) can earn, if they choose to work, three guilders per diem, and 
that some do earn more than three guilders a-day. 

So far I am justified in having contradicted Mr. Scoble at the anti- 
slavery meeting, when he so expressed himself as to make it appear that 
a guilder was the full amount ofa day’s labour in British Guiana; but I 
was wrong in so expressing myself, as to seem toassert that the labourers 
in that colony were in the habit of earning, at least, on the estates in 
which I have an interest, three guilders a-day, No man knows better 
than Mr. Scoble himself, that the negros do not choose to earn as much as 
they can—that sometimes they only do half-a-day’s work—that some- 
times they work for a week or two, and then idle for a week or two. The 
fact that they can at pleasure work in this desultory manner is the best 
proof that they enjoy superior advantages, in point of remuneration, to 
European labourers. 

Supposing that they choose only to earn a guilder a day, these wages 
together with the advantages of having their cottages rent free, and 
medical attendance provided them, and in many instances education for 
their children, amounts to much more in substantial value than any 
wages paid to agriculturai labourers in any part of Europe. This may be 
very easily proved. 

I have the honour to be, dear sir, your most obedient servant, 
To John Cropper, Esq. Rozert SEmMpPte. 


MR. LAING’S DECLARATION. 


¢ I, William Laing, of the county of Berbice, in the colony of British 
Guiana, planter, do, hereby een and sincerely declare, that I, 
together with others, am the owner of the estate Friends and Mara, in 
Germania, in the said colony; and that, on the Ist day of August, 1838, 
I was the superintending manager of the said estates, and that the 
following was the scale of wages I proposed to the labourers on the said 
estates, namely, one guilder for the task of work termed the seven and a 
half hours’ task, which is easily performed by industrious men and women 
in from four to five hours; many of the labourers on the said estates 
having often, in a day, performed treble the quantity, for which they 
received three guilders, and occasionally even more so, as to earn from 
four to five guilders per day ; and, in addition to these wages, they were 
allowed houses, all framed cottages with two floors, as much provision 
ground as they choose to cultivate for their own benefit, medical 
attendance, medicine, and tuition, gratuitously; and in order to en- 
courage them to be industrious and to remain continuously at work, 
every one who had finished six days’ work received, weekly, one bunch of 
plantains, or fivefpounds of rice and one pound and a half of salt fish, some 
rum and sugar, gratis, and frequently a little pork and tobacco were also 
allowed, and they were encouraged to rear poultry, hogs, and vegetables 
for their own benefit. And I make this solemn declaration, conscientiously 
believing the same to be true, by virtue of the statute in this behalf made 
and provided.” : 

The above declaration was solemnly made and subscribed by the said 
William Laing,’ at Liverpool, in England, this 18th day of April, 1340, 
before me, 
(Signed) Wiuttiam Laine. 


MR. SCOBLE’S LETTER TO MR. CROPPER. 


Dear Srr,—Your letter of the 24th inst., with its enclosures—a letter 
from’ Mr. Robert Semple, dated the 20th inst., and a declaration of his 
partner, Mr. Laing, on the subject of labour and wages in Guiana, has 
reached me; and, I regret to say, the contents of these papers are such 
as to make it incumbent upon me to reply to them at len 
~ After the interview I had with Mr. Semple at which you and the Rev. 
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Mr. Bevan were present, and the apparently ingenuous manner in which 
he lamented that, under the ithisemmat rs) Gvasiueit: he should have 
made statements in contradiction to mine calculated to mislead the public 
on the matter at issue between us, T regret that he should have fallen 
back on the justification which that letter contains, When he spoke of 
that “tenderness of conscience” which led him to return to the Anti-Slavery 
meeting, unfortunately too late for pr cae of correcting the serious 
error into which he had fallen, notwithstanding his expectation that he 
should be hooted and hissed for so doing, I gave him credit for upright 
intentions; when he further stated that he had written a note to you as 
the chairman of that meeting, expressing his sorrow for what had occurred, 
but which note had not reached you, in consequence of the injudicious 
counsels of one Of your friends to whom it had been shown, I felt it 
would be ungenerous in me to pursue the matter further, especially as I 
expected from him, as the sequel to our interview, a letter to you con- 
taining an admission of his error, and an expression of regret that it had 
occurred. I have been deceived. Mr. Semple has refused to do me 
justice ; and has allowed the pro-slavery papers in Liverpool—the Mail 
and the Standard—to apply the most opprobrious epithets to me under the 
sanction of his name, and, as I must now believe, with his full concur- 
rence. 

The charge brought agape me by Mr. Semple at the Anti-slavery 
meeting held in “ar town on the 16th inst., was that I had understated 
the amount of wages paid to the labourers in British Guiana for the 
ordinary day’s labour. My statement was, that for an ordinary day's 
labour, fixed by a tariff or scale by the planters themselves at the com- 
mencement of the apprenticeship system, and continued since the period of 
complete emancipation, the wages paid was one guilder. This Mr. 
Semple rudely and peremptorily denied, and asserted that he paid three 
guilders. I referred then in proof of my assertion, to the parliamentary 
papers I had with me; but still Mr. Semple maintained the truth of his 
averment, and added, that three guilders per diem “was the minimum o 
each negros earnings upon the estates with which he was concerned, and chal- 
lenged an investigation of his books in proof of his statement. His books 
were examined, and the opposite of his statement was found to be true. 
So far from each negro earning three guilders per diem, it was ascertained 
that, out of a gang of about 120 on plantation Mara, in Berbice, there were 
not more than five whose earnings amounted, during either the months of 
November and December 1839, and of January 1840, to more than 
thirty guilders per month, or little more than a guilder per diem, whilst all 
the rest were under that amount, some very considerably so indeed. So 
much for the proof. ‘ 

Previously to my having visited Mr. Semple, I had again referred to 
the parliamentary papers, No. 151, 1840, and found on pp. 48 and 50, a 
letter from the house of R. Semple and Co., dated Liverpool, 25th 
November, 1839, in which my general statement finds ample corrobo- 
ration. They say, ‘‘one guilder, equal to 1s. 6d. (rather to 1s. 4}d 
sterling—a guilder being the third part of a dollar, the sterling value of 
which is fixed at 4s. 2d.) for the task of work termed the seven and a-half 
hours task,” in other words, the day’s labour as fixed by the tariff, without 
allowing for the time necessarily taken up in going to and returning from 
labour, which is sometimes considerable, the estates in that colony being 
from two to six miles in depth. They further say, in a subsequent 
paragraph of their letter, “(and to encourage them (the labourers) to be 
industrious, and to remain continuously at work, every one who finishes six 
days’ work, that is six tasks as regulated by the tariff, one each day, 
receives weekly one bunch of plantains,” or some other equivalent as an 
extra reward for the same. | It is material to observe here, that, as Messrs. 
Semple and Co. had previously stated the value of the ordinary day’s 
labour to be one guilder, so they have applied the same words to designate + 
the amount of work regulated by the tariff as I have done—they call ita 
“‘ day’s work.” It is also aang clear that they consider their people to be 
industrious when they perform the task required by the tariff. And thus 
I am perfectly justified by the very party on whose authority I am pro- 
nounced to be “‘a tricking trader in falsehood,”—‘ a liar’—and the 
greatest enemy of the colonies! I might have added the further testi- 
monies of Governor Light, and of Lord John Russell on the same subject, 
but as I quoted them at the meeting, it is unnecessary that 1 should do 
more than merely advert to them here. 

As to the question whether any or all the negro freemen in Guiana, can 
perform more than one task in the day, that is a mere matter of opinion, 
and mustdepend entirely on a variety of circumstances, such as the nature 
of the work—the soil of the estate—the condition of the fields—distance 
from the buildings—weather—and the skill, strength, and activity of the 
workman. Mr, Semple said, that ali his people performed three tasks daily 
for which they obtained three guilders each, besides perquisites ; and that 
the .three tasks could be performed easily in less than twelve hours. In 
this, however, be has been proved to have grossly exaggerated, both by 
his. own admissions, and by the papers he exhibited to us at our interview 
with him ; and in this, as we have already seen, he has been contradicted 
by the evidence of the letter addressed by the house of which he is the 
head ‘to Lord John, Russell, and by the subsequent declaration of his 
partner, .Mr. Laing... Here is the latter gentleman's declaration :. ‘‘ the 
following was the scale of wages I proposed to the labourers on said 
estates” —viz. Mara and the Friends,—‘ one guilder for the task of work 
termed the seven hours and a-half task, which,” he adds, “is easily per- 
formed by industrious men and women, in from four to five hours. Many— 
not all, as was asserted by Mr. Semple—of the labourers on the said 
estates, having often in'a day performed treble the quantity for which they 
received three guilders, and occasionally, even more, so as to earn from 
four to five guilders per day.” ‘ Now let.us take it for granted that the task 
as by the tariff can be per in four hours and a-half by an 
industrious negro, it would take nine hours to perform two tasks; thirteen 
hours and a-half to perform three tasks; eighteen hours to perform four 
tasks ; and’ twenty-two hours and a-half to get through five tasks, so as to 
secure the five guilders spoken of by Mr. Laing. The extreme period of 
day-light at any time of the year in Guiana is scarcely more thantwelve 
hours, and sometimes less, so that an industrious labourer, to earn his 
three guilders, must actually be in the field one hour and a-half daily 
longer than he has light to work by, without allowing himself a single 
moment for-rest or for meals, during that long pe of thirteen hours and 
a-half of toil, in darkness, or under the blaze of a tropical sun ; or without 
reckoning the time he must occupy in going to or returning from his 
yabour, which varies from one to three hours, according to distance ! 











-Ia the document shown to us by Mr.Semple, we found in a few 
instances, say four or five, that negros had (genie gan omy. | a8 much 
as three guilders per day on plantation Mara, but the nature of the work 
 gaseagiont:y was magi pre _It did not appear whether these men h 

smiplayed in cutting new canals, or in the boiling-house, or as s 
men under specific nts for labour not provided for in the tariff, 
and, therefore they could not be quoted as justifying Mr. in his 
declaration, that ‘‘ many of the labourers on the said estates had often in a 
day performed treble the quantity required by the tariff, for which the 
received three ee any more than Mr, Laing’s many could justi 
Mr.Semple’s all, Besides which, Mr. Laing had candour to inform 
me, in answer to my inquiries, that new canals had certainly been cut on 
the estates, and that, in reference to the ordinary business of the plan- 
tations, the practice of doubling the wages of the people had been resorted 
to after they had performed a certain amount of work in the day, to induce 
them to go on. 

I may just add, that the day’s labour expected from the immigrants 
who have been introduced into Guiana, whether Portuguese, Maltese, 
Coolies, or negros, is the same in amount with that set out in the tariff, 
and that, if that amount be performed, the planters are fully satisfied, as 
well they might be! 

On the causes which have led to deficiency of the crops, ia that colony, 
last year, it is quite unnecessary that I should say one word after the coa- 
clusive letter of the Rev. Mr. Bevan, which appeared in the Mercury of 
the 24th inst., and the remarks which I made on that point at the meeting ; 
but it may be proper that, as the accuracy of my statement on the subject 
of the increased size of the hogsheads has been disputed by some and posi- 
tively denied by others, I should give the data on which it rests: I 
have before me a statement drawn up by Mr. John S. Kewley, dated 
Liverpool, 3ist December, 1839, which gives the number of hogsheads 
of sugar which have been imported into this country from the West India 
colonies from 1829 to 1839 inclusive ; and the official statement of the 
same staple given in hundred weights for the same period. By comparing 
these with each other, my statement will be found strictly true. For 
instance, in 1829, the imports according to Kewley, were 271,700 bhds. 
according to government 3,764,383 cwts:—1833, 238,000 hhds.: 3,646,204 


cwts.: 1836.—225,850 hhds.: 3,601,791 cwts.: and 1839.—179,800 


hhds.: —2,822,872 cwts. It will thus be seen that the hogsheads increased in 
bulk between 1829 and 1839 nearly two cwts. each, or full one seventh; and 
that 225,850 hhds. in 1836, carried nearly as much sugar as 288,000 hhds. 
did in 1833! These figures will speak for themselves ; and will show our 
friends the necessity of demanding from the West Indians, when they talk 
of the great diminution in the number of hogsheads of sugar which have 
been exported from the colonies since emancipation has taken place, as 
compared with the re old days of slavery, what has been the actual 
decrease in hundred weights. In my speech at Liverpool I stated the 
actual decrease, and I challenge disproof of its truth, as of all other state- 
ments I publicly make on matters at issue, between the abolitionists and 
the West Indians. Their abuse and calumnies I despise, their want of 
pen and foresight I lament, and I can assure the more wise and 

onest portion of them that they will always have my hearty co-operation 
in any measures, the object of which may be the real welfare and happiness 
both of themselves and of their people. 

Iam dear Sir, 
To Joun Cropper, Esa. J. Scosrr. 





Colonial and fforeiqn Entelliaence. 





WEST INDIES. 


Jamaica.—-The subscriptions among the peasantry for the memo- 
rial to Sir Lionel Smith, is expected to amount to Five Hundred Pounds 


Sr. Lucta.—The late charge of the chief justice of this island to 
the assessors of the royal court, affords the following satisfactory ex- 
tract :—<‘* I now proceed to direct your attention to the more immediate 
object of our meeting in this hall, viz., the state of the calendar : and here 
again, there is fresh subject of congratulation for us all. Attribute the 
great diminution of crime ( particularly of the more heinous offences,) to 
what you may, the fact is indisputable, that there has been a great dimi- 
nution of crime amongst the people ; the wayward and savage pasSions, the 
rude revenge, which manifest themselves amongst the lower classes of 
society in every community, have displayed themselves here much less 
frequently than heretofore. Since the apprenticeship ceased, we have 
had (with one single and sad exception,) neither the atrocities nor the 
wild vengeance of former times to repress and deplore. All the jealousy 
of mastership, on the one side, all the impatience of restraint and. turbu- 
lence which mastership, as it existed, gave birth to on the other,—have 
passed away, nor most fortunately in this island left a trace of bad feeling 
or exasperation behind; all the dissensions and evil passions of a former 
state of things having been lost in the gratitude and Fraition of the present. 
‘*It would not be fitting from this place to discuss the general question 
of the negro character, his capacity or his abilities but certainly a more 
contented, peaceful, and well disposed race than the population of this 
island can no where be met with. That they are not all industrious, that 
they have not all found out their own true and best interests, that they 
have not all yet learned that the chief charm of existence in every rank of 
life is to be found in well apportioned, and active, and useful exertion. of 
body and mind,—or that the destiny of man on this earth is to gain “his 
bread by the sweat-of his brow,”’ may be fairly laid more to their, misfor- 
tune than their fault,—to the former system of slavery and its consequen- 
ces,—to the want of proper and patient instruction, and oftentimes to the 
want of proper management on the part of those whom Providence has 
laced in a higher grade of society. And if labour has in some :instances 
een directed into other hands, or from circumstances into other channels 
than formerly, there cannot be a doubt but that the »wmber, of | 


‘now at work on your rich and beautiful valleys, and the amount of labour 


performed by them in the aggregate, is not less than during any periodof 
the apprenticeship, or proportionally of former. times. Give, then, your 
peasantry the same encouragement and eeprtanition seer same 
training which others have had in more favoured islands, and you 
will not find them either falter or fail, and under a bountiful providence 
you may speedily enjoy a prosperity which you have not yet known.” - 
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THE, ANTI-SLAVERY.REPORTER. 





“We copy from the Times the 






causes to be considered in accounting for this decrease. 
edkinomige Seats am Jess sanguine in my hopes for this 
; they are not even damped by the small crop 
cially as we are now bestirring ourselves with every 
ae of success in emigration, as'I will tly inform you. 
~ *T can tell you this fact, not yet public, that the surplus of the customs 
to be F od my the colonial treasury for 1839 is nearly £16,000 (while 
1838 was £8000 odd,) nearly double, and every source of inter- 
nal taxation has given greatly more than was calculated, in many Cases 
twice.as much. Again, had it not been for the conduct of our combined 
court last year, who, with a mixture of folly and selfishness, cried out 
ott and acted in their cheese-paring, penny-wise, pound-foolish economy, 
as if they really believed the cry, we might (as Trinidad has) have got 3000 
or 4000 emigrants, and thus made a large crop ; but when they asked to be 
allowed to apply large sums of money to be raised by internal taxation to 
i . they were told by the secretary of state that they had 
slared by their acts their inability to provide for the first exigencies of 
society, and that they had no surplus revenue, which could alone be legiti- 
mitely applied to external’ purposes, if these first exigencies of society 
were first provided for. ; 
“TI do most sanguinely anticipate increasing prosperity, and I would 
at this moment buy a sugar estate, could I get an advance of capital ; 
tly they will not be to be had on the same terms, as the moment the 
stream of emigration sets towards our shores the value of property will 
increase 50 per cent. ; 
“Tn the absence of permission to apply any of the public funds to emi- 
gration, and on the receipt in December last of letters from our fellow- 
colonists in the United States, we called Sree oe = organized a 
society for the purpose of emigration, to be supported in the mean time, 
and until the embargo on the public funds for that purpose is removed, by 
i ve received subscriptions to the amount of 
nearly £6000; have forwarded to our agent in the United States, £1500 
for the fitting out vessels for conveyance of the free coloured population to 
this colony, and are now daily expecting advices fromhim, In the mean 
time, and without waiting to hear of the proceedings here, our — prevailed 
on thecoloured ation of Baltimore and state of Maryland to send two 
por ag chosen at a great public meeting to report on the state of this 
, its condition, soil and natural productions, and on the social and 
litical rights of coloured men; they have been here six weeks, have 
en all over the colony, and are now about to depart in a day or two, 
with expressions of satisfaction as to the result of their inquiries ; and if 
their report to their constituents corresponds with their expressed opinions 
here, we may look for emigration in numbers. The disallowance of the 
restrictive law of Barbados has opened that source, and we have now in 
the river fifty-two emigrant labourers, and many more expected. The 
pulation there is in a very distressed and disturbed state ; they are over- 
lated, and their wages are consequently too small, and in the event 
of short crop there, as is the case, much of the population are actually out 
of employment.” 2 
-¥or some reason or other, the good people of this colony are 
ly eating up their own words. The following direct confirmation of 
that the atclitionists have ever said is found in a late number of the 
Guiana Royal Gazette. 


- arguments used by the philanthropists in favour of the slandered 
Africate have in many canes, ‘aveln in this colony, received a strong 
corroboration ; for, notwi ing that we must confess tha 
te still some whose characters have not justified the hopes of their 
friends, yet it is well known that the examples of civilization, morality, 
religion, and political refinement, which many saw in their days of bonds 
and coercion, have had the most salutary effects upon their lives and 
manners since ; and these effects, as every proprietor, and every clergy- 
man, and every man of observation throughout the colony can testify, 
have become more and more visible since the period at which the 
labourers were put in ion of the means of shewing them. So that 


it is sati j 
of doubt and despair that have rung in our ears, and after 
we have been stunned and terrified with the cries of bankruptcy and 
the real cases of v and entire relinquishment of 


i 


labour are exceptions and not the common course of < 
“It is the opinion of every prudent and moderate man who has the 
management labourers and of property, that a spice of mildness and 


conciliation imtroduced into the treatment of the workers would go far 
to induceeven the most refractory and lazy to return to habits of industry. 
A stranger previously to the first of August, 1838, who had Br nigger 
nity of consulting the various statements made by some of old 
colonists, wherein affirmed that the whole on goes =e 
Se eieb cles tender. vreke themselves to the » and 1 
abandon the walks of civilization, and who would now survey the dwell- 


with which are surrounded, and recognise in their dwellings 
the abodes of mae refinement and religion, could not fail to dis- 
cover that those predictions were founded upon prejudice, and not 


reason. Facts are eve coming in to annihilate the strong bias 
ss get recta oh. tan lta of samme sapines ‘ph oder 
trious character of our labourers; and now that we have had twenty 
months of the experience of complete freedom, in the course of this 


time, only the hopes of the friends of the Africans 
nee fears of their enemies have been in a 
Those who have adopted the mild 


= 
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'y to know that, after all we have heard—after all the | opportu 
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Necessity, as the proverb has it, is the mother of invention. 
id a0, as we are very glad to see, a machin inye 
Tee eer Wem at of this blessed aioe Shere 

e take the account of thi improv: 
from the Royal Gasette. M2 . oe 
“ The very extraordinary, ingenious, and aovel system of cultivating and 
Senlalng. cur. setates hy the application of machinery to. agricultural: pur- 
poses, 
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anew era in our colonial prospects. The canal ex- 
cavator, for the invention and introduction of which the colony is indebted 
to the mechanical ingenuity and the indefatigable exertions of Mr, Francis 
Hoard, willof itself be equal to the placing of twenty thousand labourers 
on our estates, and the furnishing of each of them with a shovel, The 
eiporiae oppention of this machine is now no longer doubtful. Its powers 
have al - Aare amply tested in the proeenee of numerous competent 
 vapiel es ii comet excavator is ae ed as a pioneer, to make way for 
application of machinery to neral s of agricul as 
soon as it shall have been so selingody em loyed as to meet oo. 
sities of the colony in point of drainage. It is Mr. Hoard’s intention to 
apply machinery to the upturning of the soil, and to the a g of 
the canes. For this purpose he has already invented a steam plough, or, 
as he technically denominates it, the Cane Cultivator.” 





Arrican InstitutE.— We give insert ff, to the following letter, 
agreeing with the writer that the facts stated require publicity; and 
because, by having quoted the paragraph referred to from an oglish 
¢arnal, we in some sort attracted attention to the association in question. 

e cannot afford Mr. Turnbull the information he requires, as we know 
nothing of the society beyond its name, 

‘*¢ 7O THE EDITOR OF GALIGNANI’S MESSENGER. 
** Place Bréda, No. 29, 29th April. 

‘© Sin,—Finding it. stated in the Messenger that the Rev. Dr. Woulf 
had accepted the office of Vice-President of ‘ the African Institute,’ I take 
the liberty of inquiring whether you can furnish me with any clue to the 
discovery of this institution. en in London the other day, I learned 
from Sir Lionel Smith, and several other distinguished friends of the 
African race, that they had been offered diplomas conferring on them 
high-sounding titles in the so-called Institut d'Afrique, accompanied by 
demands of money, ingeniously graduated from 1000 franks dewn to a 
single Napoleon; and, without a doubt having arisen as to the existence 
of such an association, I was requested to ascertain and communicate its 
nature and objects, together with its prospects of usefulness. I take the 
liberty of enclosing a letter addressed to myself, bearing the number 849, 
announcing my election as a ‘ vice-president d’honneur.’ As a head-piece 
to this letter you will find the names of no less than five nts, a 
duke, a marquis, an admiral, a lieutenant-general, and one of his majesty’s 
aides-de-camp. On referring for information to one of these distinguished 
individuals, I received for answer, to my very great surprise, that even he 
was not aware of the existence of such an institution. The leading 
friends of negro emancipation in this city with whom I have had occasion 
to communicate on the subject of the great anti-slavery conference, which 
is to take place in London in the month of June, appear to be all just as 
little informed on the subject. Now, as a consi sum of money has 
been collected in England, and has already found its way to this country, 
I submit that it is your duty to give all possible publicity to the facts, 
sustaining the society if it deserves to be sustained, and giving it to the 
winds if it proves to be a bubble. Attention should be directed in the 
proper quarter to the concluding paragraph of the inclosed letter :—* En 

uence de votre réponse, j’aurai l’honneur de vous faire adresser 
votre diplome par voie d’ z I am, sir, etc., 
“D. Turnsutz.” 

We received the enclosures above referred tc, which bear out the 
description given of them by Mr. Turnbull, but we do not deem it 
requisite to publish them.—Galignami. 


Correspondence. 
TO THE EDITORS OF THE ANTI-SLAVERY REPORTER. 


St. Oroix, Jan. 20th, 1840. 
Genttemen,—lI have thought that the statement of a few incidents con- 
nected with a voyage from Jamaica to St. Thomas’s and this island, might 
not be vy re uninteresting to your readers, and which I take an 
nity ing. 
We left Port Royal, Jamaica, on the 5th ultimo, in H. M. steam 
et, Hecla, and on the 6th arrived at St. Jago de Cuba. The town 
ies at the end of a deep bay.with a narrow entrance, commanded by 
Seaton aeetirn Parkyns on pote andl 
sengers were vds. Messrs. Blythman, of the Wesle 
Association body, also the Rev. Mr. Bird of the Wesleyan. see 
iety, with his family going to CapeHaitien. As we were informed 
that there would be no obstruction in the way of passengers po and 
ith the > Mr. 
returned 





no passport required provided we intended proceeding w 

Bird and myself went on shore, and after satisfying our 

to the ship, hoping to prosecute our voyage. Ingoingthrough the harbour 
we pode. on a beak. which, it ily proved to be only clay, 
yet detained us from Monday until Friday. cireumstances which 
came under my observation during the interval are those which have 
mainly led me to communicate with you. 

On Tuesday, Mr. Bird and myself revisited the city. Atoneof the stores 
we met a black man who spoke English well. I inquired from whence he 
came; he told me that he was brought from Jamaica about five years be- 
fore, and sold by his master to a person in Cuba, to his lasting sorrow. 

At a that we —_ on shore, some went from the 
town to ip. ong others, a person whose name I heard was Hanna, 
and who acts as clerk and translator to Mr. W: i 
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seek lodging on shore, and get forward as we could. We then learned, 
by a person from the consu re oe would ps “be re- 
quired, but also security, and that he himself not ve that a 
security would be accepted for any missi , Or person connected w 
any religious society in England. That the least we had to expect would 
be imprisonment uittil we could be sent away, and he advised us that on no 

tion should we trust ourselves on until he had communi- 
cated with Mr.Wright. Mr. Wright I was told replied, that on no account 
ought we to leave the ship. Happily for us, while under circumstances 
of considerable excitement, a renewed effort was made to get the vessel 
off, which proved successful, and we once more floated, to the no small 
relief of our anxious minds. A prison in St. Jago de Cuba, which I believe 
to be as unhealthy as any town in the West Indies, or a remittance as 
prisoners to Havannah, to wait the pleasure ofthe |governor-general, and 
with the quasi sort of protection which I had every reason to believe we 
should have received from Mr. Wright, the acting consul, himself, as I 
was very distinctly informed, both the captains of English merchant 
vessels, and also by a native of the town, a proprietor of estates with at 
Teast 300 Lourie ae rospects by no means cheering, and we felt 
happy to be in hands of God and not of man. I was also informed 
that Mr. Hardy, the British consul, now in England as director of the 
mining company of St Jago, is directly identified with the employment of 
very large bodies of slaves in the worst of all work. But slaves in law 
are cattle, and n’importe, their loss is easily supplied. Two or three tons 
of copper ore will replace any loss of slave life. 

We had the assistance of the crews of the English vessels in the har- 
bour, as well as of about 50 slaves, to take the coals out of our ship to 
lighten her off. {Captain Richardson of the brig Sarepta, of Swansea, told 
me that he brought out about 40 miners from Cornwall, who were each 
supplied with bibles by the British and Foreign Bible Society. They 
were, said he, mostly religious men; and when they landed their bibles 
were taken away and burned, and now they are not permitted any two of 
them to worship together. He also said to me, ‘“‘ My crew are all reli- 
gious, and I have services regularly. I was warned by the authorities to 
desist, and I said plainly that I would not offend their religion while on 
shore, nor would [ suffer interference with me or my crew on board.” 
‘Captain Galloway of the ‘“‘ Jim Crow,” told me he had a brown man on 
board. The authorities demanded him to be given up. He replied, 
“* He would not yield him up but to superior force.” In both instances, 
no further steps were taken. A passenger from Jamaica, informed me 
also, that when he applied for a passport to the Cuba consul there for a 
friend, he was asked, whether his friend or his servant were either of 
them coloured, and if the friend were a missionary, as in either case would 
a passport not be given. 

We arrived at Cape Haitien on Sunday, where Mr. Bird is now stationed. 
As our vessel only remained a few hours, it was necessary to land all the 

; @ matter of some difficulty, the custom house being closed. As 
a thing of course we applied to Mr. Thompson the British consul, but we 
unfortunately found him too busy to pay us any attention. Happily 1 was 
acquainted with an American coloured resident, and he went with us to 
the colonel-commandant of the city. By him we were received with a 
courtesy strongly in contrast with that we had just experienced; every 
assistance was at once afforded, and all difficulties removed, and I found 
one proof added to many others that a polished gentleman may have a 
sable skin; and on the other hand, that there may be official importance 
with little dignity and less grace. 

Passing along the coast of Porto Rico we saw a very suspicious looking 
schooner. Our commander would, [ think, have willingly taken charge 
of her, had she on inspection proved a slave vessel; but the treatment of 
Lieutenant Potbury of the Flamer, who captured a slaver under similar 
circumstances, was quite a sufficient as a lesson to him to confine himself 
to his own course ; and I had the melancholy'feeling that possibly in a few 
hours some scores of human beings were consigned to the mercies of 
Spanish planters, who might otherwise, and with less than an hour’s delay, 
have been under British protection. 

We landed at St. Thomas’s on the 15th. There was a public sale in 
the principal street. ‘The bill specified a quantity of dry goods, also a fine 
young negro, a shoe-maker, and warranted to be sold for no fault what- 
ever, Qn taking up a St. Croix newspaper, I found an advertisement 
offering for sale a washerwoman and two other negros. 

The Danes are vividly alive to the ‘question of emancipation, but talk 
much of the justice of compensation. I trust the government at Copen- 
hagen is also alive to the question of freedom. It is thought that the 
governor-general of these islands, General Von Sholter, now at home, 
will bring back with him some plan for the general instruction of the 
people. Much has been broken through within two years. A Sunday 
school in which slaves are taught is now established in St. Thomas's under 
the direction of the Rev. Mr. Labagh; and the Rev. B. Luchoch of St. 
Croix, (English Episcopal clergyman,) has two connected with his con- 
gregation, in which there are 900 scholars, and several infant schools on 

e estates, with the knowledge though not under the sanction of govern- 
ment. I remain, your obedient servant, / 

J. W. 





ENGLISH SLAVEHOLDERS. 


Unper this title we inserted in a late number some just remarks 
by the editor of the Mining Journal, occasioned by a letter to him 
from Mr. Turnbull, on the “ live stock,’ (?) held by a Spanish 
mining company. The subject is too important, however, to be 
passed over with so slight a notice, and we resume it to-day b 
Liar aye, Poe our readers some extracts from Mr. Turnbull’s recent 
work onCfiba, for which we entreat the most serious consideration. 

“I believe it is perfectly understood, that every foreign merchant at the 
Havana, and at the other sea-ports of the island, has an interest more or 
less direct in the maintenance of the slave-trade; as if striving to prove 
how nearly they could approach the limit of the law without an actual 
infringement of it: Quam ad crimen sine crimine. There aré some 
merchants, however, who uhbappily do not coftent themselves with that 
indirect interest which arises from the ordinary conimercial profit on the 
goods they may sell, but who actually agree to furnish an outward-bound 
slaver with supplies for the coast of Africa, on the condition of receiving, 
payment on the usual credit for the prime cost of the goods, while his mer- 





Y | who act in their name and with their authority, in 


of shapes 

spot steep himself to the 
or stealthily draw off a more moderate 
grieves me to the heart to be compelled to add thatsome 
men are tempted by the monstrous profits to enter more or less 
those speculations. I think 1 shall never forget the tell-tale countenance 
of a simple Irishman at the Havana, when, perhaps for the first time, his 
attention was drawn to the criminal nature of the enterprise in which he 


had indirectly some Having made some mone seg 2 @ retail 
sop for the sup 7 of the shipping in the babous, be had b induced 

en in a speculation of this sort, by whi expected to or 
treble his ordinary profits. His answers *p my inquiries pers Reeneeet 
an exclamation which was not, perhaps, over courteous, he asked in a tone 
pi ap age. £ kn harm is there in it; what byes do I sg oi To 
which the prompt reply was given by a se ag free of his, who happened 
to be with me at the, ime, Only the tisk of being hanged if ever you 
set your foot in Ireland again’ 

“‘ There is another class of our countrymen, however, who have much 
more to answer for than this poor Irish keeper in their wholesale dis- 
regard of the first principles of humanity. T fear it is not to be doubted, 
that there are men of large capital in the British metropolis who lay out 
their money at the large interest which the slave-trader can afford to pay ; 
and it is within my knowledge, that certain individuals of immense wealth, 
who, although bearing a foreign patronymic, are to all intents and pur- 
poses British subjects, who, not content with risking their money to secure 
this high rate of interest, have actually stipu on becoming sl 

ers in one of the most notorious slaving-houses at the Havana, the 
better to enable them, as they fondly imagine, to bring their French and 
Spanish partners to account. Even on the Spanish territory, however, 
such transactions fare no further obligatory than the laws of boned pre- 
scribe ; and although it has sometimes been said that there may be honour 
among thieves, I believe it will be found, in the case referred to, that 
there bas not been much among slavers.”—Travels in the West, 
pp. 139, 141. 

“« The Cuba proprietors are regaining their lost ground by the introduc- 
tion of steam-boats, and the construction of railways; and I fear that 
those of our capitalists who, tempted by the high rate of interest, have lent 
their money to.the colonial government of the island for the purpose of 
defraying the expense of making the railway to Guines, have not suffi- 
dusty reflected on the baneful consequences of their proceeding. Every 
shilling of English capital laid out in the island, either in the extension of 
cultivation or the cheapening of produce, serves to fetter some negro 
in the interior of Africa, or to rivet the chains of those now toiling in the 
“cane-fields or the sugar-houses of Cuba. The holders of shares in the 
Brazilian Mining Companies are still more directly connected with the 
slave-trade. Itis well known that the mines of that,country are worked 
by slave-labour ; so that every shareholder is not only a slave owner, but, 


by the managers of the erga { becomes a most efficient promoter and 
encourager of the slaye-trade. If those ladies and gentlemen ‘ who live 
at home at ease’ were only to witness some portion of the. enormities 
committed by means of their money, and to promote their advantage, they 
bie spuro from them the contaminated gains with loathing and disgust.” 
= bid, le 133. 

* Tha casei has for some time been agitated of establishing a branch 
of the English Colonial Bank at the Havana. The English company to 
obtain a footing will probably be tempted to reduce the rate of interest ; 
and the difference will be so much profit to the owner and dealer in slaves. 
Nay, as the names of members of the British House of Commons are to 


that a parliamentary interest will be created in favour of this infamous 
traffic, since the wealthy slave-traders of the Havana will become the most 
valuable customers of that branch of the new banking establishment.”— 
Ibid. p.101, 102. 

It is aes we think, to 

deep humiliation and affliction. It is then British capital which 

supports the slave-trade! It is British merchants who have 

the profits of it! -It is es. 93 gentlemen and ladies who, by 

ing shares in certain banking and mining companies, practi- 

cally deal in slaves, and are “ among the most efficient supporters 
of the slave-trade !” 

It is not, however, that all the parties whom we have thus, 
from a painful necessity, classed together, are open to equal or 
indiscriminate censure. The many hundreds, an thous 
sands, of persons who have become shareholders in the joint- 
companies, are, no doubt, not only most respectable, but decid- 
edly hostile to slavery and the slave-trade. In taking shares they 
never anticipated becoming implicated in either of enormi- 
ties ; and if the een had ever come before: them as share-. 
holders, they wou 


and freedom. All this we readily admit. But, we must — 
these estimable persons to consider that the money they ‘ha’ 


embarked in these concerns is actually employed b 








works by slave-labour, or in loans to facilitate the 
and that, in the shape of yearly or half-yearly divid 
are receiving the profits of this employment of thet 
ask them whether this is not the same thing mo 
they did it themselves; and wh 
judgment of their 

will consent to do the instrumentality of others... 
nothing in the Banh Bho vat a joint-stock company which sevéts. 
its operations from the proprietary body, Teleases 





ror: 3 individt 
ptoprietots each from his share of responsibility and blame. Every 





by the purchases of newly imported Africans which are constantly made , 


be found on the list of the directors of the Colonial Bank, it is to be feared 


ruse these statements without . 


d have given their vote in favour of humanity 


consciences as sla ern. and @lave-tradens t i 
they would not do by themselves, no ‘oe 
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- make his and her voice heard in the management 
np bial Maye ho Stee B @ general expres- 
ts of proprietors on the subject now before us 


rould be of great advantage ; but if it were not so, the attempt 
aving = mad Oe hieaes the duty of every proprietor. 
nish his interest in a concern, vather than become a y 
or‘a partaker of iniquitous gains. We are 
eration, such a step would commend itself 
e are acq with one person who, on discover- 
ing the fact that the colonial bank has n to share in the 
of the slave-trade, (this concern has for some time had a 
ranch at Porto Rico, ct ome disposed of his entire interest 
in it ; and there are others we could name, some of high standing 
i the direction—from whom a similar course may be expected as 
highly consistent and becoming. This entire matter calls for 
immediate and searching consideration, and we shall shortly 
via Ga 
e 


= 


lasgow Emancipation Society, we understand, has named 
twelve gentlemen to represent Glasgow in the conference: with power 
to its committe, to add as many to the number as they may deem proper 
or expedient; and they are about to issue a circular to the friends of the 
adiaaents cause in the west of Scotland, recommeuding them to appoint 
representatives to the conference without delay. 


The Congregational Union for Scotland, at its mecting in 
Dundee’ last week, appointed the Rev. William Lindsay Alexander, of 
Edinburgh, and the Rev. Thomas Pullar, and John A. Fullarton, Esq., 





of Glasgow, as their delegates to the Convention in London; and we 
think it ighly probable the Relief Synod and the Secession Synod, will 
also send delegates to the same interesting assembly. 





Advertisement. 


PERSECUTION IN JAMAICA. 
f igig attention of the Friends of Religion, Justice, and Freedom, 
is earnestly solicited to certain iniquitous proceedings which have 
recently taken place in Jamaica, which, if not promptly and vigorously met, 
threaten not only the ruin of those against whom they have been directed, 
but the destruction of that liberty which has been purchased for the Negro 
at so costly a sacrifice. 

At the Assizes for the county of Cornwall, held at Montego Bay in July 
last, various actions were brought, under different pretexts, against several 
well-known friends of the labouring classes in that Island. Amongst the 
victims of these proceedings were a Clergyman of the Church of England, 
a Missionary belonging to the Baptist Society, and some of the magistrates 
aT ted for the protection of the emancipated population, in 
each of which cases the jurors decided against the party accused, and 
in most of them with enormous damages, under circumstances which 
can leave no doubt that the design is to ruin those whose hatred of 

has rendered them obnoxious to the enemies of freedom. 

At the same Assizes, a criminal information, filed by order of the Court 
against the Editor of a local newspaper for grossly defaming a Baptist 
minister, was tried, and the jury, without the formality of retiring to con- 
sider their verdict, immediately acquitted the defendant, contrary to the 
express direction of the Chief Justice, and the plaintiff was left with 
his injuries unredressed, and a heavy amount of legal expenses to pay. 

These violent and reckless proceedings appear to have produced a 
greater excitement than has been known in the island since the insur- 
retion in 1852. _ 

The ota behave with admirable moderation, but they feel most 
deeply at rites mets of their best friends and protectors, of whom it 
was once sought to deprive them by brute force, now falling victims to the 
more specious, but not less effectual weapons of oppression, in the form of 





gs. 

The juries on these occasions were almost wholly composed of persons 
belonging to a class who have uniformly and bitterly opposed the abo- 
lition of slavery, and the friends of the Anti-Slavery cause, and there is no 
hope whatever of obtaining justice for the parties against whom these 
verdicts have been given, but by an appeal to the Court of Error. in the 
Island, and, if requisite, to the’ ultimate tribunal in this country, which 
will involve heavy legal expenses in addition to those already incurred. 

To meet expenses, an earnest appeal is now made to the liberality 
of the British public. 

The following gentlemen have been appointed a Committee, with power 
to add to their number, to lay the particulars of these atrocious proceedings 
fully before the public, to promote subscriptions for the purposes contem- 

, and for similar cases of oppression, and to superintend the appro- 
priation of the funds collected. 


COMMITTEE. 
Samvet Gurney, Esq. Treasurer. 
Charles Lushington, Esq. M.P. Rev. Thomas Scales, Leeds. 
T. F. Buxton, Esq. William Chapman, Esq. Newcastle- 
William Allen, Esq. upon-Tyne. 
ven John Dyer. Isaac Bass, ag ae 
sorge Stacey, . J. B. Pease, - Darlington. 
G. W Bh aad tong 4 R. D. Fences 3 Esq. Ipswich. 
Rev. I. J. Freeman. Wm. D. Crewdson, Esq. Kendal. 





Robert Forster, Esq. W. T. Blair, Esq. Bath. 
WwW. Th Geniey, Ear’ Wm. Wiles. Ba. Nottingham. 
Jose per, Esq. Jobn Cropper, Esq. Liverpool. 
John Scoble, Esq. Rey. John Birt, Manchester. 
Jacob Post, Esq. G. H. Head, Esq. Carlisle. 
Rev. J. Woodwark. Joseph Eaton, Esq. Bristol. 
Thomas Clarkson, Esq. Playford | Richard Rathbone, Esq. Liverpool. 
‘Hall, near Ipswich. | J. Marriage, jun. Esq. Chelmsford. 
yp oto age ‘Birmingham | Hen arkes, Esq. Exeter. 
J.2 ‘ Price, Esq. } Neath, ere | Jon. > Esq. Darlington. 
James Whitehorne, Esq. Bristol. ' 
Sagi aibeeh ie a oe ok 
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Barris Guiana,—The real prosperity of this colony may be 

judged of by the following prac) extracted from the latest parlia- 

rs. 

Cory agg gi Rat rrom Governor Licut To Lornp Joun Russeut. 

: Governor's Residence, Demerara, 12th November, 1839, 

My lord—I have the honour of transmitting to your lordship. a return 
of stores for the sale of merchandize, erected in the rural districts of 
this province since the Ist of fay pray 1838 ; also, the number of new 
cottages erected on land purch: by the labourers since emancipation. 

The return of stores erected does not include the estates’ stores, where 
provisions and articles of daily use and want are to be obtained. =, 

I have thought it right to give your lordship this species of informa- 
tion, because the district storehouses must naturally diminish the sale of 
objects that were formerly only to be obtained in the towns of George- 
town and New Amsterdam; and though the merchants of the towns are 
generally parties connected with those in the country, yet, finding fewer 
customers than formerly, some of them are disposed to complain. 

Many of the labourers who have purchased the land on which they 
have erected cottages do not abandon field-labour ; they pay at the rate 
of £15. an acre, and ay rag te the expense of title; the expense 
of a cottage from £40. to £50. With such data your lordship may judge 
of the prosperity of the province, unconnected with exports or imports. 

I have the honour to be, my lord, 
Your lordship’s most obedient humble servant, 
(signed) Henry Lieut. 

British Guiana, 

A RETURN showing—Ist, The number of new stores, for the sale of dry 
goods, provisions, liquors, and merchandise in general. 2nd, The 
number of free settlers’ cottages, (almost exclusively from the emanci- 
pated class) erected and established in the rural districts since the 
lst August, 1838. 





No. of 
District Stipendiary |No. of |cot- 
Magistrates. stores | tages. 


Dis- Counties. Remarks. 


tricts. 


A. |Demerara. jC. H. Strutt ....| 3 8 











The village of Mahai- 
ca and the hamlet Ma- 
haicany are rapidly 
increasing, and some 
settlements are 
springing up near 
Aba. 


In this district bu 
little disposition to 
wander has been ex- 
hibited. The labour- 
ers industrious and 
well-behaved. 

Many plots of land 
have been purchased} 
by labourers, and 
preparations for 
building cottages are 
in progress. 

Most of the saleable 
land in this district is 
high up the river. 


Be dec ccecsese A. M. Lyons ....} 4 | 14 


to 
or) 


A isles J. W. Brittain.... 


: | eR Lm T. Coleman...... 4 | 64 


atte CE LY J.O. L. Mure.... :s 
D. Maclennan..../ 10 | 6 [This district is com- 
posed of the islands 
Leguan and Wake- 
naam. ~Fredericks- 
burgh is greatly in- 
creasing. 

Free settlers can have 
a fine choice of con- 
venient plots of good 
land in this district. 
Free settlerscan have 
a fine choice of capital 
land, but remotely 
situated. 

57 {In this district aban- 
doned lands to a con- 
siderable extent have 
been purchased by 
the labourers. 

In this district but 
little land is out of 
cultivation, and 
iscarcely any for sale. 
In this district there 
1s a good deal of waste 
land, and many acres| 
have been bought in} 
small plots, 

In this dictrict the 
disposition to build 
has not been very 
manifest, though a- 
bundance of waste 


d. 
Georgetown district. 
are | being erec- 
ted in all directions, 


Ale ate gk Gi Bail... ick Pe 


Be Boe, og W.H. Ware ....| 3 8 


1. Berbice 


ies SAS ees age J. Macleod ...... 8 


LL. R se ais oaces A. VanR. de Groot} 12 | 73 


oun CREE OE J. A. Allen...... s| 4 





Town. |Demerara {George Ross .... 























“# : 74 l267 
W.B. Woxseter, Circuit Stipendiary Magistrate. 





November, 1839. 
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